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A Word from the Author
Thank you for taking an interest in this book.  It has been on the drawing board for many years, since my early retirement from the electricity industry in 1990.   That would now make me – let’s say – over sixty.

My enduring passion has always been the subject of the weather in all its variations.  Having spent some 30 years as a mountaineer, a basic knowledge of the weather has been my guide, my inspiration, and my saviour.   
And when it snows, I revert to my childhood.  It captivates me, invigorates me, transports me back to the days when I used to make snowmen, and my hands and knees were so chapped, they glowed in the dark.

[image: image2.emf]
This book is a reminder of my youth.  Every day is a personal memory – the times when it rained on my birthday, blew a gale on my first camping holiday, and the glorious April when the sun shone on my wedding day.   Every page in the book is an anniversary, good or bad.

I printed the first draft about ten years ago and presented it to the local TV weathermen, Paul Hudson and Jon Mitchell.  Their positive response was the inspiration I needed to complete the work.  

Perhaps ‘complete’ is not the right word.  Books on the weather can never be complete.  Meteorology is an ongoing science.  Statistics change with every new day, and tomorrow there will be something else, truly astounding, to add to the records.  

Flicking through the pages, I notice that snowfalls, tornadoes and heatwaves take up a lot of column space.  And for good reason.  They were always newsworthy, and they are still newsworthy because the climate is changing, and we may never see another winter like 1947, or a summer as reliable as 1976.  Anecdotes of such years should be preserved forever.

People are changing too.  Today’s students will never acquire a fondness for the Fahrenheit scale, or mountains measured in feet and inches.  But these were the very scales that were used in historic weather records.  Journals were lovingly compiled in degrees Fahrenheit, rainfall in fractions of an inch.  Victorian meteorologists recorded temperatures to the nearest whole degree (F), which were converted to Celsius by contemporary statisticians.  Logically these should be written as they were first recorded, with the metric conversion shown in brackets.  

Personally, I am sad to see the old scales being phased out.  The truth is, I am being systematically brainwashed.  However, it does me good when I hear someone from the Met Office referring to ‘the day we topped 100 degrees’,  or ‘the earliest date on which 80 degrees has been recorded’.    

I feel vindicated.  Fahrenheit will never die!

I have tried to include official statistics wherever possible.  However, this is often very difficult, because different sources quote widely differing figures.  Experts seem to define their own criteria, changing the boundaries, being selective, or interpreting data to fit their own agenda.  I try not to fall into that trap.

Sometimes errors creep in.  I find that the television text service has not been as reliable as most of the published books, and even the late Bill Foggitt has been known to quote the wrong date or year.  The ideal solution would be to check every published record back to its source, an impossible task!
The most enduring memories are the tales of ordinary people, those who have experienced the diversity of our weather.  The golfer who was struck by lightning, the little boy lost in a blizzard, or the lady who witnessed the migration of butterflies through her garden.   

Whatever the story, this collection will stir memories of days gone by.   I hope you enjoy reading it as much as I did compiling it.






Roy Bedford
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JANUARY


January brings the snow,




Makes your feet and fingers glow!






Flanders and Swann

Nostalgic visions of snowmen, wet socks, ice on the lake, hot dumplings and log fires.  These are the good things remembered from those special years, when January was the middle of winter and it always snowed.

But in reality the fickle British weather brings a more unpredictable pattern of wet and dry, hot and cold, sunny days and foggy nights. 

Diaries of yesteryear will surprise you, amaze you, and convince you of the fascinating variety to be found in the typical January.


The first three days of January 



rule the coming three months          – folklore


        As the weather on 2nd January, so it will be in September     – anon


(If you believe either of these sayings, you’ll believe anything!)

Sunrise and sunset



Leeds


London



Sunrise
Sunset

Sunrise
Sunset

January 1
8.20am
3.55pm
GMT
8.05am
4.00pm

January 10
8.19am
4.09pm
GMT
8.03am
4.12pm

January 21
8.07am
4.27pm
GMT
7.54am
4.30pm

January 31
7.52am
4.48pm
GMT
7.40am
4.48pm







(times vary slightly from year to year)

This is the time of year when we are encouraged by the increase in the amount of daylight and although the mornings are at their darkest on New Year’s Day, the evenings are already galloping on towards spring at the rate of almost two minutes each day.

JANUARY 1

Coldest New Year

There are many examples of temperatures dropping below 0°F (–17.8C), although some were recorded on non-standard equipment in the 19th Century.

Warmest New Year’s Day

The archives show that 1910 and 1922 were the warmest at 59°F (15C), both in North Wales, at Colwyn Bay and Flint respectively.  They were originally reported in Fahrenheit, which was the standard measure a hundred years ago.  
North Wales is favoured for high temperatures in January, because the south wind warms up as it descends from the mountains of Snowdonia.  This is known as the Főhn effect, named after the warm wind that blows down from the Alps into southern Europe.  
Will it snow?

Probably not.  In England the odds are that New Year’s Day will be green.  One year in four, there may be some disruption to sporting events, but significant snowfalls are rare, perhaps one year in ten.  

Tuesday  January 1  1907  
Gales

The Ryde lifeboat capsized while effecting a rescue off the Isle of Wight, losing two of the crew to exposure and drowning.

Monday  January 1  1979

Snow

The heavy rains of December changed to blizzards, and there was snow on the ground, up to 6 inches (15cms). Southern England and South Wales caught the snow on New Year’s Eve, and in Hampshire the night temperature at Winchester was 7°F (–14C).
Wednesday  January 1  1997
Snow

This was a special day, a day of sunshine on fresh snow, a day of walks in the countryside, following the tracks of foxes, hares and rabbits. Snow clung, frozen, to tree branches, and the sky was never so blue!

Saturday  January 1  2005 
Tornado

January began badly with gales in western counties and blizzards in Scotland as a depression crossed to the north of the British Isles.  A tornado was reported at Lymm, Cheshire, and a boy was killed by a falling tree.

Sunday  January 1  2006 

Hot

Sydney, Australia, enjoyed their hottest New Year’s Day on record at 111.5°F (44.2C).

JANUARY 2

Monday  January 2  1933

Warm

It was more like spring than early January, and temperatures in England rose well into the teens.  In Llandudno it touched 60°F (15.6C), equalling the date records of 1925 and 1932. 

Tuesday  January 2  1962
Cold

The morning of January 2nd was the coldest of 1962, the minimum temperature dropping to –6°F (–21.1C) at Corwen, Clwyd.

Friday  January 2  1976

Gales

One of the most damaging gales of the century lashed the British Isles, circulating round a deep depression over Scotland. There was widespread disruption, trees uprooted, sea defences breached, and severe flooding. Snow and heavy rain compounded the misery. 

Wind speeds touched 105mph at Wittering and 134mph at Lowther Hill, Strathclyde.  24 people were killed.

Tuesday  January 2  1979
Cold

In Linton-on-Ouse, York, residents woke up to a freezing world of fog. Trees stood white and stiff in 31 degrees of frost (1°F, –17.2C).  
One hour later the fog lifted, and the thermometer reading shot up to 31°F (–0.5C).

Wednesday  January 2  1980
Cold

January 2nd was the coldest night of 1980. At Clashnoir, Grampian, the reading was 0.5°F (–17.5C).

Wednesday  January 2   2002               



     Temperature Inversion              

Severe frosts affected large areas of Northern England on the morning of January 2nd.  These conditions had settled over northern Scotland during the Christmas period, brought on easterly winds from the heart of Russia.  Moscow was locked in an ice-box, several degrees below zero, and they were soon to see a maximum day temperature at the Kremlin of only (–9°F (–23C) on January 8th.  
A slight shift in the barometric pattern brought the pool of cold air south into Yorkshire.  Fog and lying snow in the Vale of York helped create a temperature inversion. This term is used to describe a situation when the air above the ground is colder than the atmosphere above.  Normally the reverse is true.

The inversion acts like a lid, holding the cold air in a spiral of decline, creating abnormally low temperatures in our towns and cities.

JANUARY 3
Sunday  January 3  1932

Warm

It was springtime in Killarney, where the afternoon temperature reached 63°F (17C).

Saturday  January 3  1948
Warm

In 1948 a mild period made it a very pleasant start to the new year. Temperatures were generally in the fifties on the 3rd, and the following day there were reports from Somerset of 60°F (15.5C) in Cannington. 

Then, in this erratic British climate, it was snowing on the 17th.

Wednesday January 3  1968
Snow

Orkney was isolated from the mainland by blizzards, halting sea travel.  Central and Northern Scotland experienced heavy snow, rendering many roads impassable, including the main Perth to Inverness road.  There were 3-foot (1-metre) drifts at the Devil’s Elbow, near Braemar.   Whitby, North Yorkshire, had gales, with gusts up to 80 mph.

Tuesday  January 3  1978
Tornado

A flight of geese was caught in a tornado at Newmarket, Cambridgeshire, and 136 of them were killed, falling out of the sky over a wide area.  
A crop of tornadoes damaged houses and trees in a band stretching from Lincolnshire to North Yorkshire.  At Wold Newton, East Yorkshire, thirteen trees were uprooted and a roof ripped off.  
Tiles and walls were damaged in Hull, and in Aldbrough and Scunthorpe several caravans were tossed about like plastic cartons. The coastal town of Withernsea suffered considerable structural damage. 

Tuesday  January 3  1984         
Gales

North-westerly gales were accompanied by thunder and heavy snow, causing severe drifting, especially on Pennine roads. 

Friday  January 3  1997

Cold

There were fresh snowfalls in Kent and the Home Counties. After seven nights of sub-zero temperatures problems were developing on the roads, and in houses. In Devizes, Wilts, frozen pipes caused a build-up of pressure, and an explosion demolished a bungalow. Several people drowned in frozen lakes, including children riding bikes across the ice.

The annual World Poohsticks Championship at Longwitten, Oxfordshire, was postponed for the first time since 1963 because the River Thames was frozen.

Friday January 3  1997 
  
Frozen

150 people were reported to have died across Europe, said to be the coldest for 30 years.     
A morgue in Bucharest was overflowing after over fifty people died, and the ground was frozen.  
Saturday  January 3  1998
Gales

Gales of 90 mph ripped into the west coast of Britain, causing widespread damage.  Trees were uprooted, power lines brought down and towns flooded as an inch (50mm) of rain added to the misery. 

Blackpool promenade was sealed off as fifty-foot waves crashed against shop windows. 

Sunday  January 3  1999

Gales

Heavy rain swept across the country, with snow in South Yorkshire and North Derbyshire.  Parts of Sheffield were brought to a standstill, and some roads across the Pennines were closed for a time. 

The Beaufort Scale

Gales
January is a particularly windy period, dangerous for seafarers and landlubbers alike.  Wind is defined by a scale, invented by Sir Francis Beaufort, an admiral in the British navy.  His scale is widely used in forecasting:



The Beaufort Scale

force
0
Calm




1
Light air

1-3 mph
       



      Shown by smoke


2
Light breeze
4-7 mph
       



      Felt on face


3
Gentle breeze
8-12 mph      



      Extends light flag


4
Mod breeze
13-18 mph    



      Raises dust, twigs move


5
Fresh breeze
19-24 mph    



      Small trees in leaf  sway


6
Strong breeze
25-31 mph    



      Large branches move


7
Moderate gale
32-38 mph    



      Whole trees in motion


8
Fresh gale
39-46 mph    



     Twigs broken off


9
Strong gale
47-54 mph    



     Chimney pots & slates off


10
Whole gale
55-63 mph    



     Trees uprooted


11
Storm

64-75 mph    



      Widespread damage


12
Hurricane        
over 75 mph  



      Devastation
JANUARY 4

Date Record


Mild
1921 and 1957 were exceptional, with mild winds affecting all parts of the British Isles, none more so than Llandudno, where the Főhn wind lifted temperatures to 60°F (15.6C).

Wednesday  January 4  1939
Cold

This was the coldest day of 1939.  At Braemar and Dalwhinnie, in the Highlands of Scotland, the morning minimum was only  1°F (–17.2C).

Tuesday  January 4  1955
Snow

Heavy snow affected most of southern England and Wales.  The winter was an uncommonly white one, with many places experiencing 50 days of snow cover.

Thursday January 4  1968
Snow

Black ice and freezing rain contributed to a 50-vehicle pile-up on the A1 near Grantham. Many Scottish roads were blocked by snow, especially around Aberdeen, with drifts over 6 feet (2 metres) deep. 

The AA reported snow on all major routes in Wales, Gloucestershire and Somerset, and in a band across to London and Sussex. 

Thursday  January 4  1979
Cold

Thousands of birds died as their food supplies froze up and lakes turned to solid ice. There was a good covering of snow, too.  Night temperatures dropped below 14°F (–10C) in most areas, and daytime maxima were generally around 28°F (–2C).

The Channel coast was hit by a storm, and high waves crashed against seaside houses.

Meanwhile, at the South Pole, they were sunbathing in a balmy 50°F (10C), the highest ever recorded there.

Sunday  January 4  1998

Gales

Portland, Dorset, suffered a terrible day with gales, three thunderstorms, half-inch hailstones, and a trail of storm damage.  The local weather girl at the old Portland lighthouse announced the wind speed as 105mph.  On the Isle of Wight a sailing boat was lifted, along with its trailer, and dumped ten yards away. Another job for the insurance assessors!

Monday  January 4  1999

Gales

80mph winds hit Scotland and Northern Ireland (120mph in the Highlands), bringing down power lines to 13000 homes in Dumfries, Perthshire and Kintyre.
JANUARY 5

Twelfth Night

Thursday  January 5  1928
Warm

Mild winds brought spring-like temperatures to Britain, 59°F (15C) as far north as Turnberry in Ayrshire.  The same temperature was achieved on this date in 2007 at Teignmouth, Devon. 

Cold winters of the war years
Cold

Three consecutive harsh winters in the early 1940s conspired to make the wartime hardships even harder to bear. 

The Januarys of 1940, 1941 and 1942 were three of the coldest of the century.  Houghall in Co Durham recorded  –4°F (–20C) twice during this period.

Saturday  January 5  1963
Snow

Winter was into its fifth week, with another 4 inches (10cms) of snow, and hard frosts persisted night and day.  Football took another knockout blow as 47 matches were called off. Racing and Rugby suffered a total white-out.

Plumbers were kept busy as worried householders discovered leaks in their pipes.  Lakes and ponds were frozen hard, and park rangers went out daily with axes and crowbars to break holes for the ducks, swans and waterfowl.  Garden birds relied heavily on regular supplies of nuts, crusts of bread, and bacon scraps. 

Tuesday  January 5  1982
Floods
Melting snow in the hills of West Yorkshire drained into rivers that were already high, to produce a record 16½ foot (5 metre) rise in the Ouse at York.  Not since 1947 had rivers risen so fast. 

Sunday  January 5  1997

Cold

Many roads were affected by drifting snow and ice, with bitter east winds blowing from a frozen continent.  The temperature at Shap, Cumbria, was 14°F (–10C).

At least 16 people had died from the cold since the wintry scene began, including four people trying to rescue dogs from icy ponds.

Monday  January 5  1998

Snow

An inch (25mm) of heavy rain in Munster turned to snow as a depression made landfall in western Ireland.  Four hours later there was a six-inch (14cm) blanket of fresh snow across Munster, but observers reported that neighbouring hills in Limerick and Tipperary were perfectly clear. 
JANUARY 6

Epiphany

Friday  January 6  1893

Cold, Snow

There were some severe winters in the 1890s.  In 1893 a foot (30cms) of snow covered much of Britain, and temperatures dropped to –4°F (–20C) at Braemar in the Highlands. 

Saturday  January 6  1894
Cold

A minimum temperature of –4°F (–20.2C) was recorded at Hodsock, Nottinghamshire, and dropped to –0.5°F  (–18C) in the Derwent Valley in Yorkshire.  
On the south coast of England, at Hastings, the low of 12°F (–11C) was their coldest ever.  

Thursday  January 6  1916
Warm

People were out in the countryside this week, enjoying unseasonable weather, with sunshine and high temperatures blown on gentle winds from North Africa.  Temperatures soared to near 59°F (15C) in many places, more especially in the south and west, and reached 63°F (17.2C) at Rhyl in North Wales, boosted by the Főhn winds descending from Snowdonia.
Monday  January 6  1941

Cold

The temperature sank to –6°F (–21.1C)  at West Linton, Borders, continuing the cold theme of January 1941.

Monday  January 6  1947

Snow

Monday was the start of the coldest winter in living memory.

Nobody turned a hair when it snowed on 6 January.  After all, it's supposed to snow in January, isn't it?  But even the experts could not predict the severity of the weather to come.  
Who can blame them?  A winter like this one happens once in a hundred years, and it would have taken a brave man to stand up and announce that 1947 was going to be the big one.  

Wednesday  January 6  1999      Warm and Wet

Wales and Cumbria received four inches (100mm) of rain in 24 hours as a very active occluded front crossed Britain.  Honister Pass gathered a massive 7.74 inches (197mm), and a large part of Kendal was flooded. 

At the same time several spots in Wales and southern England recorded temperatures exceeding 59°F (15C).  But Gravesend, Kent, was the hot-spot at 61.3°F (16.3C), beating the existing January record for England set in 1922. 

JANUARY 7

Friday  January 7  1839

Wind

Irish people still tell the story of the night of 6/7 January 1839, the ‘Night of the Big Wind’. 
The fierce storm destroyed hundreds of buildings in the northern half of Britain, uprooted thousands of trees and wrecked many ships.  
At least 139 people are known to have died, a figure which may be understated  –  some sources say 400.

Tuesday  January 7  1947
Snow

The first snowfalls were a good excuse for the young ones to go out and enjoy it, but in Cumbria it was getting serious, with 16 inches (40cms) of level snow. Drifts were making life difficult for the farmers, and it was suicidal for walkers to go out on the fells. 

Then, during the next two weeks, fine weather helped to clear most of the snow from the towns.  It seemed that the worst was over, but it proved to be the lull before the storm. 

Monday  January 7  1963

Cold, Snow

Cold north-easterly winds, and a good thickness of snow on the ground, made it unpleasant for commuters who travelled on foot, by bike or by public transport  –  frozen to death before they got to work, only to find that the boiler was iced up and there was no heating in the office. 

The snow was heaviest over Scotland, drifts reported to be as high as houses.  The temperature at the Highland town of Grantown-on-Spey dropped to –6°F  (–21C).

In Hampshire, Christine, a farmer’s daughter, toiled for five hours every morning to reach her cows, walking over hedges and cars, and five hours home again in the evening.  She was among the nominated ‘heroines of the blizzard’ , 20 winners receiving awards.

Sunday January 7  1968

Gales

Gales struck Whitby again, already the third storm this year.  The wind gusted at 104 mph.  Roads were also affected by a layer of snow on ice, a treacherous combination. 

Wednesday  January 7  1998
Selsey Tornado

Selsey in West Sussex was struck by a tornado. The ‘twister' damaged hundreds of houses but only one person was injured.  Patrick Moore lost part of his telescope housing.

This happened only four days after high winds and tides swept over the coastal road, severing their only escape route off the peninsular. 
JANUARY 8

Tuesday January 8  1895

Snow

In Scotland the West Highland railway was blocked by heavy falls of snow.  Dublin was hard hit, and in Consett, Co Durham, level snow was reported to be up to 3 feet (1 metre) deep.  
Railways were also blocked in Northern England, especially at Tow Law and in the North York Moors. 

Monday January 8  1968

Contrasts

In a month of contrasts, the temperature in Exmouth reached 57°F (14C) on the 5th.  
On the 8th the maximum temperature in Dyce, Aberdeen, failed to rise above 19°F (–7C).

Friday  January 8  1982

Snow

Temperatures in Scotland fell widely below zero (f), and down to –16°F (–26.8C) at  Grantown on Spey.

Other temperatures reported:   Edinburgh –16C, Glasgow –13C, Aberdeen and Perth –18C.  Orkney and Shetland were the only stations in Scotland to remain above freezing at 34°F (1C). 
The sea froze at Oban, thick ice was reported on the Clyde at Glasgow, and on the Tweed at Berwick.  

6-foot (2-metre) drifts blocked railway lines at Bristol, where the M5 was closed, and Torquay and Weymouth were cut off by snow. 
On the Clee Hills in Shropshire the drifts were over 13 feet (4 metres), and hundreds of sheep were lost in snowbound fields.  A school bus was lost for several hours near Corwen, and 80 motorists were trapped in snowdrifts between Oxford and Newbury.

A train, with 5 passengers and the crew, was stranded outside Tywyn station, North Wales, and all attempts to rescue them were repelled by high winds and blizzards.  

Saturday  January 8  2005 
Gales
Force 10 gales wreaked havoc across Britain, bringing down power lines and cutting off supplies to 100,000 homes. There was a gust of 104 mph at St Bees Head in Cumbria. and 128 mph on Great Dun Fell.





Carlisle Floods
Nine inches (227mm) of rain fell on the hills above Carlisle in a wet 3-day period.  The River Eden burst its banks, flooding Carlisle and surrounding villages to a depth of over six feet.  Over 3000 residents were evacuated, and properties devastated.

Carlisle has flooded before, especially in 1822 and 1968.  The 2005 event was over a metre higher than either of its predecessors.
JANUARY 9

Wednesday  January 9  1901
Cold

England froze in 1901.  The temperature at Swarraton, Hampshire, dropped to –1.9°F (–18.8C), the coldest recorded in Britain that year.

Wednesday  January 9  1924
Snow

Six inches (15cms) of snow fell in London, remarkable at the time, it would be even more remarkable now, a phenomenon that we would be lucky to see again.  

Tuesday January 9  1968

Snow

The snow which paralysed Scotland last week moved south into England and Wales.  The AA estimated a total of 100,000 miles of roads under snow throughout Britain.  In London, driving snow stopped Big Ben at 6.28 am.

Cumbria was paralysed under several inches of snow, with drifting.  Ironically, they had just opened the fells to visitors after two months of foot and mouth restrictions.  

In Devon the main concern was flooding, especially on the Taw and Exe.

Saturday  January 9  1971
Warm

The temperature at Aber, North Wales, reached a record 63°F (17.2C).  (Remarkably, it reached even higher,  65°F (18.3C), the following day.)

Saturday  January 9  1982
Snow
There were reports of 30 inches (75cms) of level snow in parts of Wales.

In Bristol, trains were lost in 6-foot (2-metre) drifts. Torquay and Weymouth were cut off.  Villages in Shropshire were paralysed by drifts 13 feet deep, and even London saw traffic brought to a standstill. 

Friday  January 9  1998

   Snow

In a week of record temperatures in North Wales, Hawarden soared to 63°F (16.7C). Many places in Somerset reported 61°F (16°C).  The following morning several spots in southern and eastern Scotland broke their all-time records with a night minimum temperature of  54°F (12C). 




and
Ice Storm, Canada
A five-day ice storm hit parts of Canada and the United States, coating trees, telephone and power lines with up to 4 inches (10cms) of solid ice.   Pylons and trees came crashing down, motorists and pedestrians were killed.   Seven days later, thousands were still waiting for electricity supplies to be restored. 
JANUARY 10

Thursday January 10  1895
Snow 

In the coldest, snowiest winter of the century, Berwick was frozen in temperatures of 2°F (–16C), and the River Swale was iced over at Richmond, N Yorkshire.  There was deep snow, too.  Hundreds of grouse came down off the North York Moors to forage in villages.

Tuesday  January 10  1956
Snow

Heavy snow affected north and east England.  Lincolnshire was the worst  hit with 16 inches (40cms).

Wednesday January 10  1968
Snow

40 counties in England and Wales were reported to be affected by snow and ice. 

In Denbighshire an ambulance became stuck in snowdrifts, despite the efforts of two snowploughs.  A doctor struggled through on foot to tend a sick girl.  
The sea froze in Whitby harbour, and winds were measured at 68 mph at Flamborough Head, their fifth gale in ten days. 

At Upperthong, on the Pennines near Huddersfield, a councillor reached his meeting on skis.

Sunday  January 10  1971
Warm

A temperature of 65°F (18.3C) was recorded at Aber, Gwynedd, as Britain enjoyed a mild south-easterly airflow.  All the North Wales resorts were very mild:  Llandudno 18.2C,  Rhyl 17.7C, Prestatyn 17.2C.
A recording of 62°F (16.7C) in Lairg, Sutherland, stands as the Scottish record for January. 

Sunday  January 10  1982
Record Cold

Record low overnight temperatures were reported in Braemar, –17°F (–27.2C), equalling the minimum set on February 11th 1895. 

Recovering from this, the day-time values never exceeded –2.4°F (–19.1C), falling quickly after dark to a low of  –15.3°F (–26.3C).

Sunday  January 10  1993
Sea Surge

There was serious flooding along the south coast, especially in Hampshire, as a vigorous depression raised the sea level and drove mountainous waves inland.

Monday  January 10  2005 
Warm night

The minimum temperature at Weybourne, North Norfolk, was 54.9°F (12.7C), the warmest January night for 47 years.
JANUARY 11

Friday  January 11  1861

Soup Kitchens

January 1861 was one of the coldest ever, with ‘vast quantities’ of snow.  There was a temporary thaw mid-January, giving local agencies a chance to lay on soup kitchens in all the major cities.

Monday  January 11  1954
George Cowling

The first man to present a television weather forecast was George Cowling, a Yorkshireman at the Met Office.  “It will be a good drying-day,” he told viewers.  

Friday  January 11 1963

Ice Floes

Fresh snowfalls hit Northern Scotland, and there were ice floes on the Thames. 

Thursday January 11  1968
Snow

50 counties in England and Wales were reported to be affected by snow and ice.  Conditions in East and North Yorkshire were deteriorating, with heavy snow and serious drifting.  In Goathland 3 feet (90cms) of snow on the steep approaches to the village severed communication with the rest of Yorkshire. 

A 10-stone St Bernard was reported missing in heavy snow at Harlow, Essex.  He turned up two days later none the worse for his experience. 

Monday  January 11  1971
Warm

The exceptionally mild weather of 1971 spread into Scotland, all the way to the Isle of Skye.  
The small mainland town of Balmacara registered the highest temperature of the day, with 61°F ( 16C). 

Wednesday  January 11  1978
Gales

Severe northerly gales swept through the British Isles, causing widespread flooding on the east coast.  Temperatures plunged below freezing, and snow storms affected the Moors and Wolds of Yorkshire.

The piers at Margate and Harwich were destroyed in 80mph winds.

Monday  January 11  1982
Cold

Newport, in Shropshire, set a new English record for freezing temperatures, when the thermometer showed  –15°F (–26.1C).

Sunday  January 11  1987
Siberian
Reports from Moscow revealed temperatures dropping to a new record minimum, –36°F (–37.8C) in Moscow and –40°F (–40C) in Leningrad.
JANUARY 12

Monday  January 12  1913
Snow

Scotland and Northern England were worst hit by the January snowstorms.  In Perth there were drifts up to ten feet (3 metres), and 3 feet (90cms) of level snow, causing great disruption to rail and postal services.

There were two feet (60cms) at Morpeth, Northumber-land, and on Tayside.

Monday  January 12  1920
Warm

The date record for January 12th was set at Bath in 1920, at 59°F (15C).

Sunday  January 12  1930
Gales

A severe gale caused widespread damage in Hampshire.  The catalogue of disaster was like an outbreak of war, with buildings demolished and trees felled.  Quantities of fish were left on lawns after a high sea had lashed hotels and dwelling houses.

Thursday  January 12  1934       Wind Speed Record
A world record gust of 231mph was recorded at Mount Washington, New Hampshire, USA, a record that stood until December 16th 1997.

(Some reference books list this as January 22nd)

Monday  January 12  1987       Britain's coldest day

This is regarded by many as Britain’s coldest day.  Certainly the coldest day that has ever been ratified by modern recording equipment. 

High pressure over Scandinavia swept Siberian air straight from Russia.  Temperatures in Leningrad were –31°F (–35°C), and had recently been even lower.. 

    Published maxima included:

    Birmingham

19°F
–7C
    Cardiff

19°F
–7C

    London (Warlingham)
15.4°F
–9.2C
    Tonbridge, Kent
15.6°F
–9.1C
    Lewis, Hebrides (warmest in Britain)   32°F   0C
During the evening it began to snow, and continued through the night.  20 inches (50cms) of snow fell in west Kent and north-east Surrey.  Some coastal towns were isolated for two days.  

Old people suffered the most, and several died during the 14-day blast. 
This was also the coldest day in the Scilly Isles, The night temperature dropped to 19°F (–7.2C) with a wind chill equivalent of -30, and killed many plants that had grown happily in the Tresco Gardens since 1834.

When the temperature rose to a dizzy 39°F (4C) on the 20th, it felt as though summer had come!
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Sunday January 13  1895

Snow

An enormous snowfall hit the British Isles, isolating towns and disrupting communications.  Barnard Castle, off the A66 in Northern England, reported drifts up to 20 feet (6 metres), reaching the eaves of houses, and it was still snowing.  
At Fort William the snowploughs were out, but they soon became stuck in 13-foot drifts.   
From Ireland to Wales, Scotland to the Isle of Wight, it was just the same. Train and tram services were cancelled.  Those who ventured out were at great risk of becoming stranded.  

In researching local newspapers, I was intrigued by the terminology used in those days.  
Snowdrifts were ‘wreaths’, snow-shifters were ‘scavengers’,  and the urgent SOS for a plumber came from the ‘West Riding Pauper Lunatic Asylum’.

Wednesday  January 13  1915
Warm

The record temperature for this date was set at Torquay in 1915.  It was a pleasantly warm 60°F (15.6C).

Sunday  January 13  1963
Snow

Blinding snowstorms struck the east coast.  Communities had been frozen in since Christmas, with sub-zero temperatures every day.  The blizzards only served to compound their misery.

In East Yorkshire many country roads were buried so completely that rescue services could not find them. Only the tops of road signs and telegraph poles remained to show where the road used to run. Some abandoned vehicles were not found until the snow cleared in March. 

Saturday TV sports programmes were showing re-runs of the last Winter Olympics.  Once again the Football League was almost wiped out, with 53 postponements out of a possible 63.

Saturday  January 13  1979
Cold

Glasgow suffered the coldest night ever recorded in the city at –12.5°F (–24.7C), and in nearby Eskdalemuir the day maximum struggled to a bone-chilling 19°F (–7C) before dropping again.

    Other temperatures quoted were:

    Carnwath, Strathclyde
–12.3°F
–24.6C   

    Kindrogan, Tayside
–7.6°F
–22C       

    Livingston, Lothian
–5.6°F
–20.9C    

    Stirling, Central

  1.2°F
–17.1C      
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As the day lengthens, so the cold strengthens

Thursday  January 14  1892
Cold

Higham Ferrars, Northamptonshire, registered the coldest temperature of 1892, when the mercury sank to –10.8°F (–23.8C).  The country was just recovering from a paralysing snowfall during the second week of January. Strathclyde had received 12 inches (30cms) of snow between the 6th and 10th.

Tuesday  January 14  1930
Warm

Temperatures in Rhyl, North Wales, hit 60°F (15.6C), only three days after heavy snowfalls.

Sunday January 14  1968

Floods

Following a cold, snowy start to January, a rapid thaw cleared most of the snow across Britain, with disastrous results.
In Wales a dozen main roads were under water, especially around Welshpool.  The River Wye severed all roads into the Radnorshire village of Llanelwedd, and caused problems in Pennybont and Rhayader, where hundreds of acres were under water.

Severe warnings were issued for Shrewsbury, and for the River Derwent in Derbyshire.  Floods were also reported at Windsor, and deep water closed a railway tunnel at Chipping Sodbury, Gloucester.

Thursday  January 14  1982
Cold

As the cold weather tightened its grip, temperatures sank well below zero.  Daytime maxima were little better. Frosts persisted day and night for ten days from the 6th to the 15th, intensified by a blanket of thick fog. 

It was in Scotland that some of the lowest readings were reported:

Grantown on Spey           –16°F
–26C  

Edinburgh

3°F
–16C  

Glasgow


8°F
–13C  

Perth


0°F
–18C 
The urban ‘heat island’ of London was 16°C less cold than the surrounding countryside, despite the cooling effect of snow cover.  In Central London the minimum was 23°F (–5C), whereas in Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire it sank to –6°F (–21C).

Saturday  January 14  1984
Tornado

A devastating tornado struck villages near Doncaster in the early hours of Saturday morning, when many people were still in bed.  In Bessacarr and Cantley roofs were lifted off, garages and walls demolished.

January 14th –   Coldest day of the year

January 14th is traditionally the coldest day of the year.  Farmers and meteorologists have always known it, and long-term statistics prove it.  But it is interesting to note that the coldest period occurs nearly four weeks after the shortest day, a ‘delay factor’ of almost a month. Good meteorologists know this as ‘Heat lag’.

Heat Lag –  Influence of the Sun

Observe the low curve as the sun arcs its way through the winter sky.  It does not appear to be much higher than it was in December.  In fact, the warming effect is at its lowest between late November and the middle of January.  This allows the ground to continue cooling throughout this period, and air temperatures are very much dependent on ground temperature.  It does not begin to warm up again until the sun gains more height.  In most years it will be late February before we notice much improvement in temperatures.

In the northern half of Europe the heat lag is even longer, because the long dark winter night persists well into January, and cooling continues through February.  

This explains why a north-easterly wind, blowing off a cold continent, often brings snow in March.

Heat Lag –  Influence of the Sea

The sea retains the cold even longer.  The oceans depend on a massive replenishment of latent heat. It begins to warm up again in March, but you'd never notice the rise of one degree. This is three months after the shortest day, and the delay factor in the sea also helps to suppress the recovery of air temperatures.  Hence the occasional cold snowy Easter. Sea temperatures do not fully recover until early September.

Heat Lag –  Extension of summer heat

But do not despair.  It is not just cold weather that suffers from heat lag.  There is a more pleasant delay factor that kicks in at the end of summer, extending the warmer weather into autumn.  In particular, Southern Europe often retains a pool of hot air, which brings our most notable heatwaves. The hottest days normally occur in July or early August.  Even at Christmas, the ground (and the sea) still retains some of the autumn warmth, which explains why a White Christmas is the exception rather than the norm..

Daytime Heat Lag

The delay factor is also seen in the temperature profile of the average day.  While the sun is at its highest at midday, the warmest part of the day normally occurs between two and three in the afternoon, and the coldest period is just before sunrise.
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Tuesday  January 15  1867
Ice

Temperatures in Britain were exceptional, down below –20°C in many places in early January, even in the south, where a railway worker froze to death.  

After a brief respite it froze again, and thousands of skaters crammed onto Regents Park Lake.  On the afternoon of the 15th the ice gave way, sending hundreds of them into the widest and deepest part of the lake.  There were many heroic rescues, but about 40 skaters lost their lives in the icy water. 

Saturday  January 15  1881
Cold

The winter of 1881 was extremely cold.  The temperature of –3°F (–19.5C)  in York  had  local meteorologists reaching for their record books.   The cold weather gripped the whole country.  In Liverpool it was 3°F (–16C), and it was soon to get even colder.

Tuesday  January 15  1952
Gales

January was a changeable month with strong westerlies most of the time.  There was widespread damage in the north of the British Isles on the 15th, with winds up to 108 mph at Stornoway.

Monday January 15  1968
Gales

Hurricane-force winds struck Scotland and, funnelled by the Forth-Clyde valley, caused unprecedented damage to the old Glasgow tenement houses, with their high chimney stacks and steeply pitched slate roofs.  Twenty people died, mostly as a result of being hit by falling masonry.  100,000 homes were damaged in the city.

On Great Dun Fell, northern Pennines, the wind speed touched 133 mph. 

In Northumberland 100 caravans were overturned at Seahouses, and a further 40 damaged at Ambleside in the Lake District.

Wednesday  January 15  1975
Warm

It was so mild, crocuses were in full bloom in the gardens. 

Monday  January 15  1990
Warm

Monday was exceptionally warm. In fact, in many places, it was the second warmest January day on record.  

Over much of England the temperature reached 57°F (14C).  Colwyn Bay, North Wales, recorded the best temperature of the day, at 60.8°F (16.0C).
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Sunday  January 16  1881
Cold

There were many deaths among the poor, struggling in badly insulated houses and short of essential supplies.  1880/81 was indeed a hard winter.  

   Temperatures reported on the 16th include:

   Bolton, Lancs


0.8°F
–17.3C 
   Hinderton, Cheshire

0.1°F
–17.7C 
   St Michaels-on-Wyre, Lancs        –7.5°F 
–21.9C 
   Thirsk, North Yorkshire
             –2°F
–19.5C
Tuesday  January 16  1917
Snow

There was heavy snow in England, especially in north-eastern parts.

12.5 inches (31cms) fell at West Witton, North Yorkshire, and 6 inches (15cms) at Durham.

Sunday  January 16  1955
Pollution

The City of London was plunged into total darkness 1.15 pm.  The culprit was a layer of pollution – smoke and fog – which had settled under a temperature inversion across the Home Counties.  
When the wind picked up from the north-west, the pollutants were gathered in the breeze and propelled back into London in a layer 4000 feet thick, blocking out over 99% of the daylight.

Wednesday  January 16  1957
Barometer

High pressure persisted in a band from Scandinavia across Northern Scotland.  At Benbecula in the Hebrides the barometer reading was 1051mb, very close to the record 1054.9 set on 31 January 1902.  
The resultant easterly winds gave much of the British Isles a cold period with snow, especially in the east. 
Tuesday January 16  1968
Floods

The cold snowy start to January had given way to damaging gales and floods.  The River Severn was 17 feet above normal at Shrewsbury – but this was an improvement on the weekend peak. 

Monday  January 16  1984
Snow

Heavy snow hit Scotland with two feet (60cms) in some places.   
January was a very cold, wet month, with snow on the ground for three weeks in most places.   However, the forecasters had issued a warning  –  if the 16th was bad, the next week was set to become even worse!
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Monday  January 17  1881
Cold

There were reports from all corners of the country, telling of frozen rivers, frozen water mains, ice floes and ‘unprecedented’ snowfalls.

Published temperatures were remarkable:

    Alston, Cumbria
  –9°F
–22.8C         

   Cronkbourne, Isle of Man  12°F
–11.1C   
   Kelso, Borders

–16°F
–26.7C 
Wednesday  January 17*  1912
Captain Scott


*Some reference sources quote January 18th.

Captain Robert Falcon Scott reached the South Pole, and described it as ‘an awful place'.  He had arrived just 34 days after his rival, Amundsen. 

Although mid-summer, it was fifty below freezing, and blowing a gale. 
The weather in Antarctica that year was atrocious.  The prolonged snowstorms that killed him were said to be a 1-in-50 event.  He had been extremely unlucky.
In Britain we had our own problems.  Two feet (60cms) of snow fell in the West Midlands, the Welsh border, Shropshire and Cheshire, causing chaos on road and rail and bringing down trees.  12 inches (30cms) fell in Buxton and Edgbaston, with six-foot drifts (2 metres) at Buxton, Derbyshire.
Saturday  January 17  1920
Warm

Exceptionally mild weather spread across the British Isles, with the North Wales coast, and its Főhn wind, again being the favoured spot.  
Colwyn Bay hit 63°F (17.2C).
Wednesday  January 17  1968
Gales

A temporary break in the cold weather brought stiff westerlies and a violent gale, causing widespread damage and some fatalities.  
Sustained wind speeds at St Anne’s Head, Pembrokeshire, were 76 mph, peaking at over 113 mph.   Cold winds returned on the 19th.

Saturday  January 17  1987
Cold

After January 12th, the coldest day on record, more Siberian weather hit the British Isles on the 17th, with plenty of snow, and temperatures held below freezing all day. 

The maximum in Helsinki, Finland, source of our severe weather, failed to rise above –22°F (–30C), which is 54 degrees of frost on the Fahrenheit scale.
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Friday  January 18  1918

Floods

The winter of 1917/18  had begun with a month of severe snowfalls.  There was rapid a thaw around the 18th with severe flooding in the south.

Wednesday  January 18  1922
Cold

New year’s Day had been one of the warmest ever, but it didn’t last.  On the 18th, Eskdalemuir,  Garforth and West Linton all came in at  8°F (–13.3C).

Monday  January 18  1932
Warm

High pressure over France brought us a pool of very warm weather which reached the north of Scotland on the 18th.  Gordon Castle, on the Moray Firth, was the day's hot-spot at 61°F (16.1C).   January turned out to be Scotland’s warmest of the century.

Friday  January 18  1963

Cold

This was the coldest part of the 1963 freeze-up.  During the night the temperature at Braemar dropped to a low of  –8°F (–22.2C).  

Wednesday  January 18  1989
Warm

The winter of 1988/89 was one of the mildest on record, with highest temperatures near 61°F (16C) in many places, and average monthly figures three or four degrees above normal. 

There were many reports of birds nesting very early, most remarkable for mid-January.  Birds and animals are known for their keen perception of weather conditions, and seem to be able to foretell future weather trends better than our most sophisticated computers.  Even so, mating in January is a bit optimistic, even for birds!

The local Christmas tree in Renfrew was taken over by blackbirds during the first week in January, and council workers in Cheltenham had to leave their tree in situ when local ornithologists reported a pair of blackbirds feeding a family of three ten-day-old young.  Song thrushes nested in traffic lights in Wigan, and four young birds hatched on the 19th. 

Thursday  January 18  2007 
Gales

Force 10 gales swept the country, 99mph at the Needles, IOW, 80mph on the Pennines, and generally 65mph. 

There were at least 11 deaths from falling trees, roof tiles, walls collapsing, and lorries blown over.  An HGV was blown off a bridge at Skipton.
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Wednesday  January 19  1881
Snow

Southern counties of England caught the worst of the winter weather in 1881 when blizzards swept in from the east.  We know the cause – a deep Atlantic depression, deflected south by a block of cold air on the continent, a classic recipe for heavy snow.  The effects were felt as far north as Yorkshire, and way down south to Spain.

The Isle of Wight was very badly hit, with all roads impassable, and some houses disappeared completely under mountains of snow.  Across the southern half of England millions of sheep and cattle were lost, and the human death toll ran into hundreds. 

Sunday  January 19  1930
Warm

It was mild in January 1930, so mild that spring started early, and in Flintshire the temperature reached 61°F (16.1C).

Saturday  January 19  1963
Snow

Many places had a day without blizzards and, for the first time in two weeks, people were able to go out without looking like polar-bears.  However, there were new hazards  –  frost-bite and spindrift.











Spindrift

Spindrift is the result of wind action on lying snow, when icy particles are picked up and carried in the air.  Clouds of snow create a complete white-out, a snowstorm that will blind motorists and walkers, and drive huge snowdrifts over walls, roads, buildings  –  even animals. 

In 1963, more roads were closed by spindrift than were lost in falling snow.  Even city roads, kept clear by snowploughs, were closed overnight by spinning snow, drifting to 16 feet (five metres) in places.  Level snow was generally about six inches (15cms), although North Yorkshire, the Pennines, Moors, and some coastal districts were struggling under an enormous snowfall approaching three feet (90cms).

The Football League claimed another record when 56 games were called off.  Rugby League was completely wiped out.  Nobody had touched a ball in six weeks. 

The Swallow Falls in North Wales were frozen from top to bottom.    
Friday  January 19  2007 

Warm

Warmest place in Britain was Exeter, Devon, at 60°F (15.5C).  January proved to be the warmest for 86 years in England and Wales.  
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St Agnes’ Eve

January 20  1607
          The Severn Tsunami

The area around the Severn Estuary was devastated by floods when an unusual spring tide met high floodwater in the river.  The water was said to have risen over the tops of houses and 2000 died.

At the same time the Fens of Lincolnshire were flooded, and at Romney Marsh in Kent the sea swamped low-lying land, killing 1162 sheep on one farm alone.

Later examination of evidence in local writings at the time suggests that the great flood was actually a tsunami, caused by a submarine landslide in the North Atlantic..

Thursday  January 20  1966
Ice Storm

In Surrey the snow began during the morning, with the mercury set at 27°F (-3C), but quickly turned to rain despite the low temperature.  

The South-east experienced a day of freezing rain, forming icicles on every tree, fence and eave.  Pavements were like glass, and there were many accidents on the ice, pedestrians and motorists alike.
The phenomenon is often described as glazed frost, or an ice storm.
Saturday  January 20  1979
Snow

Freezing by day and night  –  that was the story of January 1979.   

Plenty of snow, too.  Six inches (15cms) covered towns and cities, causing misery on the roads.  On higher ground the depth increased dramatically:


10 inches  (25cms) at 200 metres


16 inches  (40cms) at 300 metres

Drifts were over six feet (2 metres) deep on the Pennines and Moors. 


At Cot Nab Farm on Garrowby Hill, East Yorkshire, they reported that the blizzard lasted for a day and a half.  The farm was in darkness as snow built up against window panes.  Drifts piled up higher than the front porch, and the main road was littered with abandoned lorries. The cold spell lasted until March, followed by the inevitable crop of burst pipes. 

Thursday  January 20  2005 
Gales

Gales swept across Britain with many trees down and some property damage.  
Some residents in Yorkshire had parts of their roofs torn off.  Wind speeds were recorded as 85mph in Pateley Bridge and 76mph  in Sheffield.
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Sunday  January 21  1940
Cold

Castleton, a small village in the North York Moors, recorded one of the coldest nights ever experienced in Yorkshire with a temperature of –2°F (–18.9C).    

The record books show that the night of January 21st 1940 was probably the coldest of the century. Fourteen meteorological stations recorded temperatures below 0°F, with –10°F (–23.3C) in Rhayader, mid-Wales. 

Hastings  recorded their lowest ever at  12°F (–11C).  Their position on the English Channel tempers their climate considerably, and such temperatures are rare.  On the Isle of Wight the sea froze in creeks, and the Thames froze for the first time this century.

Monday  January 21  1963
Snow

Thirty-one consecutive nights of frost.  It is a miracle that the wild-life of Britain managed to survive.  Fast-flowing streams in town centres were frozen over for the first time this century, ponds and lakes were solid to at least 12 inches (30cms).  In Chester there were motorists on the ice on the River Dee.  The salmon leaps were just boxes of solid ice. 

120 men with snowploughs worked all day to free a train stuck in drifts near Dent in the Yorkshire Dales.  The Waverley Express, with five coaches, became trapped on Sunday morning and vehicles were unable to get anywhere near it for two days. 
402 personnel were air-lifted out of Fylingdales Early Warning Station. 

Wakefield and Castleford boasted the only river in Yorkshire that wasn't frozen, but locals knew it was not an act of God.  In 1963, the Calder had a high concentration of detergents, acids, dies, metal cleansers, pig manure and chlorine.  Not even Jack Frost would dare to go anywhere near that one. 

Saturday  January 21  2006 
Drought

Rainfall in the south-east of England had been below average for two successive winters.  Reservoirs and ground water were at an all-time low.  Three million customers were still on hosepipe bans, which came into force last summer, mainly Kent, Sussex and Surrey.

Monday  January 21  2008
Floods

The North of England was hit by flooding again, only six months after the record-breaking deluge of June 2007.  Families had spent Christmas in caravans, waiting for their homes to be refurbished.  Now the water was in for a second or third time, and they would have to start all over again.
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Tuesday  January 22  1867
Snow

January had been exceptionally cold. Rivers and lakes froze, and hockey matches were played on the ice.  
On the 22nd It snowed heavily in eastern Scotland.  30 inches (75cms) fell in Aberdeen, with snowdrifts up to 20 feet (6 metres), blocking the railways completely.

Friday  January 22  1960

Warm

Temperatures almost reached 61°F (16C) over much of England in 1960.  This was beyond belief, because Thursday had been very cold, with black ice and 4 inches (10cms) of snow.  In this remarkable turn-about, a temperature of 62°F (16.7C) was recorded on the Isle of Rhum!

It illustrates the rapidly changing fortunes of a typical British winter.

Tuesday  January 22  1963
Freezing Fog

The winter of 1963 tightened its grip. Snow covered the whole of the country.  On most days the air temperature rose slowly to 35°F (2°C), and every evening the frosts returned with greater intensity.

On the 22nd the maximum day temperature at Thornes, Wakefield, was only 21°F (–6C) in freezing fog, while in Outwood, just four miles away, it was fifteen degrees warmer at 36°F (2C), and sunny. 

Also in 1963


The Boat Race

The Oxford and Cambridge University boat race crews relocated to the River Nene at Peterborough when their respective home rivers froze over.   

Anxious to make the most of the free water, they took to the river in a thick pea-souper at –6C.  Then disaster struck as they passed under a bridge, one from each side, and collided head-on.  They were lucky that neither boat sank, and the damage was minimal, but by the time they were ready to re-launch, the Nene, too, was beginning to freeze over. 

Friday  January 22  1993

Wind Speed
A wind speed of 169mph was recorded on Cairngorm, Scottish Highlands.  At 4084 feet (1245 metres), only one summit is higher, Ben Nevis.  The record for the British Isles is 171mph, recorded on Cairngorm on 20th March 1986 and 15th February 1995.

An interesting comparison is Mount Washington in America, where a wind speed of 231 mph was recorded in 1934.  It's always windy there. Even on a good day, you can't sit outside without an overcoat, and your sandwiches would freeze solid in five minutes!
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January  1362
(January 23rd on the new calendar)




Grote Mandrenke

The disaster of 1362 is recorded in history as the Grote Mandrenke, the Great Drowning of Men.  This  was the worst storm surge in history, killing between 100,000 and 500,000 in NW Germany and Holland.  The low countries were inundated, and the Zuider Zee was abandoned to the sea.   
In eastern and southern Britain severe gales toppled church belfries and steeples (notably at Bury St Edmunds, Norwich and London).

Norwich and Ely were important ports, sitting in a deep estuary extending well into East Anglia. Flooding and destruction were commonplace in repeated storm surges. 

January 23  1795

Sea Ice

‘Weather Eye’ reveals that in 1795 the Dutch fleet was frozen in by sea ice, and the French army sent just 128 cavalrymen to capture the marooned ships.  The Dutch admiral surrendered immediately, “but join me for dinner first”.   The first and only time that a fleet has been captured by cavalry.

Tuesday  January 23  1900
Barometer

In central Russia, the town of Barnaul entered the record books in 1900 with a barometric pressure of 1079 millibars, or 31.85 inches, the highest ever recorded in the world.  Until 1968: 
On 31 December 1968 the world record was beaten in Agata, Russia with a new high of 1083.8 millibars.

It is normal to see an intense anticyclone forming over Siberia in winter, as cold air causes pressure to rise, which in turn intensifies the coldness of the air – a vicious circle! 

The British record is 1054.7 millibars (31.14 inches), recorded in Aberdeen on January 31st  1902.  

Sunday  January 23  1916
Diurnal Range

The temperature at Browning, Montana, dropped from a reasonably mild 44°F (6.7C) to –56°F (–48.8C) in 24 hours, a diurnal range of 100°.  

Statistics from America were always expressed in Fahrenheit.

Sunday  January 23  1938
Warm

It was a good time to be outside.  The temperature reached 15°C at Cardiff.
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Wednesday  January 24  1945
Cold, snow

Reports from Leeming, North Yorkshire, told of a remarkable night minimum of 0°F (–17C).   Later in the week temperatures in the whole of the British Isles were set to drop to record low values, with plenty of snow.  

‘Blizzards’ were already getting into the west, and overnight South Wales was paralysed under 30 inches (75cms).  Cardiff was cut off from the rest of the country, and it would be well into February before the situation finally improved. 

Friday  January 24  1958

Cold

In the early morning of 24 January, the temperature at Finningley, near Doncaster, fell to 6°F (–14C).   
January and February were exceptionally cold, and at Ilkley they were able to skate on the tarn for the first time since the winter of 1947.  Heavy snow, which had fallen on the 20th, was frozen solid, causing widespread disruption on roads and railways. 

Wednesday  January 24  1962
Warm

Bramham, near Leeds, was the place to be in 1962.  The warmest spot in Great Britain, at 58°F (14.4C).

Thursday  January 24  1963
Sea Frozen

In Merseyside pack ice was reported to be ‘strangling’ ports and harbours, and daytime temperatures remained at an incredible 12°F (–11C).  30-foot ice floes were driven up the River Taw in Devon.   

At Ross on Wye, the minimum air temperature was reported as  1°F (–17C) for the second night running.  In fact, this was typical of many locations, from Sussex and Surrey, to Norfolk, Yorkshire, Glamorgan, and Armagh. 

The cold weather was affecting fuel supplies:

A gas plant in Castleford, West Yorkshire, had frozen up, causing sudden supply reductions.  In the Midlands freezing fog iced up equipment on the National Grid, and factories had to switch off and close down.
Humber shipping reported drifting pack ice between four and eight inches thick (10 – 20cms).  Shipping was eventually halted when the ice swept away the essential deep-channel markers, making navigation impossible. 

There was ice in Bridlington harbour, while Whitby harbour was completely iced over, freezing boats to their moorings.

In London 200 buses were withdrawn due to ice and thick freezing fog.
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Burns’ Night

Tuesday  January 25  1938
Aurora Borealis

A display of the Northern Lights (Aurora Borealis) was seen as far south as southern England.  It is said that this dramatic event inspired John Wyndham to write his well-known book  -  ‘The Day of the Triffids’.
There was another good display on this date in 1949.
Saturday  January 25  1947

The 1947 winter started with a vengeance.  Heavy snow spread quickly north across all of England and Wales. Level snow was generally around 12 inches (30cms, with 16-foot (five-metre) drifts.    
Monday  January 25  1971
Tornado

A waterspout off the Isle of Wight came inland as a tornado, carrying the arm of a signpost for a mile, then de-roofing a piggery.  On reaching London the tornado intensified, causing a line of destruction.

Thursday  January 25  1990
Burns' Day Storm

Some said that the storm which struck southern England on 16 October 1987 was a meteorological freak, one that could never happen again. At least, not for another 250 years.  But here we were, less than three years later, and another one came along, just as severe as the first.  
Winds of 108mph rushed in from the Atlantic, generated by a venomous area of low pressure with a central barometric pressure of 950 millibars (28 inches).  
As the centre crossed Northern England, the barometer reading of 958mb in Yorkshire was a county record.

Chaos on the roads, panic in the cities, death and destruction.  These were headlines.  And although Yorkshire took the full force of the storm, damage was widespread throughout Britain. 

Four million trees were brought down, plantations laid low.  Buildings were demolished, lorries overturned, sheds blown from their foundations and hurled across gardens and streets. 
47 people died. 
Heavy rain added to the misery of those whose property had been severely damaged. 

Across the country, the bill for putting everything right exceeded two billion pounds.

Thursday  January 25  1996
Tornado

A whirlwind destroyed six caravans at Tywyn, North Wales, lifting a 35-foot static home clean over a house. 

JANUARY 26

Saturday  January 26  1884
Barometer record
In Ochtertyre, Perthshire, the British record for low barometric pressure was set in 1884, when the eye of the depression was measured at 925.5 millibars.

Friday  January 26  1945

Cold

Parts of Cardiff were still difficult to reach, 48 hours after the crippling snowfall.  Compressed layers of snow and slush froze hard during two nights of severe frosts.  Typical temperatures reported include the following, many of them local records:

Cardiff, Glamorgan
  2°F
-16.7C
Fairwood Common, Glam
10°F
-12.2C
Barnstaple, Devon
  3°F
-16.1C
Dalwhinnie, Highland
–3°F
-19.4C
Sunday  January 26  1958
Warm

A temperature of 63°F (17.2C) was recorded at Aber, North Wales. 

This was a truly remarkable turnaround.  Only two days before, much of the country had been under deep snow. 

Thursday  January 26  1984
Snow

Large areas of Northern England came to a standstill when a vigorous depression dumped ten inches (25cms) of snow across the region.  In Eskdalemuir, Scotland, it was even worse, 27 inches (70cms) of level snow, and people struggled to get to work.

On the same day, Teignmouth in Devon suffered a tornado.

Sunday  January  26  1986
Sunshine

The unbroken sunshine of late January smashed a long-standing record and was acknowledged as the sunniest three January days this century.  A ridge of high pressure over Ireland blocked the Atlantic weather systems and gave us a clear interlude, with pure Arctic air and dropping temperatures.  

Three days later a vigorous depression arrived to bring thirty hours of continuous rain. 1.5 inches (40m) fell on Yorkshire, soon turning to thick snow.  Accumulations of 12 inches (30cms) were reported from North Yorkshire and the Pennines.  

Sunday  January 26  2003
Warm

Mild air, drawn from the Azores around an area of high pressure, created a hot-spot in north-east Scotland, where Aboyne, Aberdeen, reported a new Scottish record for January,  63.9°F (17.7C).
JANUARY 27

Thursday  January 27  1910
Cold

The temperature at Balmoral fell to –10°F (–23.3C) as frost set in on top of a foot (30cms) of fresh snow.   The snow band then moved into Northern England, dropping 12 inches (30cms) on Bradford the following day.

Monday  January 27  1919
Snow

Ten inches (25 cms) of snow fell at Rothamsted, Herts.  The following day there were reports of 12 inches (30cms) at Hemel Hempstead.

Monday  January 27  1947
Snow

There was more snow along the south coast, especially in Devon and Kent, where drifts exceeded 10 feet (3 metres) in exposed places.

Monday  January 27  1958
Warm

For the second day running, Aber, North Wales, was the warmest place in the country with a maximum temperature of 65°F (18.3C).  This set a new British record for January. 

   Other reports:


Bangor 

62°F
16.7C


Llandudno
61°F
16.1C


Fort William
62°F
16.7C
Huddersfield
59°F
15.0C

Saturday  January 27  1996
Snow

High pressure had settled over Scandinavia and temperatures remained below freezing day and night.  Six inches (15cms) of snow covered the north of England on the 27th, with ten inches (25cms) on the coast. Whitby and Bridlington were completely cut off and Pennine roads were impassable. Two feet (60cms) of level snow paralysed County Durham, and there was over a foot (30cms) in East Anglia.  A thousand vehicles were trapped in snowdrifts in Scotland.

Monday  January 27  2003
Warm

East Malling, Kent, returned a temperature of 63.3°F (17.6C), a new English record. 

Friday  January 27  2006 

Windy

News came this week of record-breaking gusts of 200mph on Grandfather Mountain, North Carolina, the strongest ever for this windy location. 
Steel-reinforced windows were ripped out of the visitor centre and other structural damage caused.   A 300-lb boulder cemented into the car park was upended.

JANUARY 28

Friday  January 28  1887

Warm

A warm spell in 1887 brought temperatures of 59.7°F (15.4C) at Burghill, Hereford and Strathfield, Hants.

Saturday January 28  1922       Knickerbocker Storm

The snowstorm that struck Washington USA in 1922 is remembered as ‘the Knickerbocker Storm’.  28 inches (70cms) of snow fell in the city, too much for the roof of the Knickerbocker movie theatre. The resultant collapse killed 100 people.

Sunday  January 28  1940
Snow

Two feet (60cms) of fresh snow were reported across central Yorkshire on the 28th.  Residents of frozen housing estates were not amused.  This was the second blizzard in three days, and in South Yorkshire they were already struggling to remove four-foot drifts.  Roads and pavements were ice-bound for several weeks.

In the Midlands the snow was 18 inches (45cms) deep, with massive drifts.  

Saturday  January 28  1961
Snow

In Wakefield, during the mild winter of 1960/61 we had snow on the ground only twice.  The first was on January 28th, and if you were indoors at the time you might have missed it altogether. 
It was much worse in southern counties, where a foot (30cms) of snow caused severe traffic disruption. 

Saturday  January 28  -  Tuesday  January 31  1978        



The Great Highland Blizzard

On Tuesday, motorists were still being dug out of snowdrifts in Northern Scotland after three days buried under 20-foot  (6m) drifts.  

The blizzard began on the evening of the 27th, raging without a break until the 30th.  The intense depression reached a central pressure of 963mb on Saturday, and the weathermen described the chart as ‘a dartboard’.  

North of the Grampians the temperature remained below freezing, and the NE gale drove wet snow onto trees and power lines with disastrous results.  

Estimates of snow depth were difficult to assess:


Glenmore

26ins
65cms


Clashnoir, Nr Glenlivet
36ins
90cms
Six people died, and the toll of livestock was enormous, although one sheep was dug out alive five weeks later. 

The one bright spot in the blizzard was the human factor, illustrated by the 30% jump in the birth rate nine months later.
JANUARY 29

Wednesday  January 29  1947
Snow

Snow fell throughout the eastern half of England for three days, driven by a cold easterly wind, and soon accumulated to over a foot (30cms) in Kent, where temperatures plummeted to –6.3°F (–21.3C). In Berkshire the maximum day temperature stayed below  23°F (–5C).

The snow reached Cornwall the next day, and ten-foot (3-metre) drifts were reported on Dartmoor. Even the Scilly Isles had a six-inch (15cms) covering, and an unprecedented maximum temperature of 28°F (–2.2C).

Monday  January 29  1979
Cold

As January drew to a close, frost persisted all day, every day, week in, week out. Six inches (15cms) of frozen snow blanketed the whole county, and many high level roads remained closed for several days, especially the Pennine passes, where mountainous drifts made life difficult for maintenance and rescue vehicles. 

The month of January was the third coldest after 1947 and 1963.  In Wakefield there were eleven days when the afternoon temperature stayed below freezing, and snow remained frozen on the ground for the whole month. 

Thursday January 29  1981
Warm

This was a mild day over the whole of the British Isles.  Highest reported temperature was 59.9°F (15.5C) at Lossiemouth, Moray.

This was a real bonus, following two weeks of cold winds and snow.
Sunday  January 29  1984
Hot

Many places were still suffering, three days after crippling snowfalls, and there was a good covering of ice on roads.  

Time to think about the poor Aussies in Perth, where the thermometer registered 104°F (40C). It didn't quite break the record, but it made the locals reach for another can of Foster’s.

Nearer to home, it was mid-winter in Saudi Arabia, and the Arabs were shivering in temperatures as low as 63°F (17C).

Wednesday  January  29  1986
Snow

A foot (30cms) of snow was reported in North Yorkshire and on the Pennines.  
Further south it was mainly rain.

JANUARY 30

Wednesday January 30  1895
Frost and Snow

A crisis was developing in Rosedale, Yorkshire, where miners were trapped in by 13-foot (4-metre) drifts.  Gangs of men set out from Northallerton to open up the railway but gales blew the snow back and the men had to return.

In Derbyshire the snow was said to be five to ten feet deep (3 metres) at Buxton.

At Chester all rivers and canals were frozen and the temperature was reported as 4°F (–15C).

Wednesday  January 30  1929
Warm

Aber, in North Wales, came up once again with the day's highest temperature of 63°F (17.2C).  
Tuesday  January 30  1940
Ice Storm

Freezing rain fell on cold ground in much of southern England and Wales, forming thick ice on everything it touched. This is known as glazed frost, often referred to as an ‘ice storm’. Trees were stripped of their branches, and telegraph poles were brought down by the weight of ice on the wires. 
At Cirencester the temperature was 25°F (–4C) during two days of continuous rain, disastrous for birds and animals alike.  There were reports of cats frozen to branches, and Dartmoor ponies were frozen to death, encased in ice.  

It began during the afternoon of the 27th, and by the 29th the eastern sides of houses were frozen up, windows stuck in ice.  Worst-hit counties were Sussex, Hampshire, the Thames Valley, West Midlands and North Wales.     

If Hitler had known of the disruption in Britain, he might have considered this a good time to invade.  Newspaper reports of the storm did not appear until about three weeks later. 

Thursday  January 30  1947
Cold, Snow

The minimum temperature at Farnborough registered 1°F (–17.2C) at grass level, a bone-chilling 31 degrees of frost on the Fahrenheit scale.   This followed the previous day’s air reading of 16°F (–9C). 
A foot of snow (30cms) covered Hampshire and many roads were blocked.  By midday there were drifts of two metres, and 50 schools closed. 

The Aldershot cross-country race was held in a blinding snowstorm.  But the runners declared that it had been more comfortable than the barracks, where the electricity supply had failed completely.
JANUARY 31

Friday  January 31  1902

Barometer record
The most intense areas of high pressure occur during the winter, simply because cold air is denser than warm.  In January 1902 the British record was set in Aberdeen, when the barometer reached 1054.7 millibars. 

A later report on that day from Coupar Angus, Perthshire, claimed 1054.9 mb.

Saturday  January 31  1953 


           The Great East Coast Storm

The storm of 1953 brought death and destruction to vast areas of coastal plains along the eastern fringe of England, and even worse devastation in Holland and Belgium.  The first casualties of the storm were on the car ferry ‘Princess Victoria’ which sank between Scotland and Ireland with a loss of 128 passengers.  Winds peaked at 126 mph.

As the vigorous depression (964mb) crossed to the North Sea it caused a ‘storm surge', a build-up of water, which grew larger and deeper in the narrowing channel between Holland and East Anglia. 

Sea defences were breached in many places, and hundreds of families were evacuated from flooded homes between Bridlington and Spurn. Winds gusting to 90 mph tore down telephone lines and smashed fishing boats against harbour walls. The main streets of Hornsea and Withernsea were impassable as sea-water ran through the towns like mountain rivers.  Parts of Hull were cut off as sea defences failed.

Three hundred people were drowned, mostly in Essex, 58 in Canvey Island and 35 at Jaywick.  
Reports from Canvey Island tell of floodwater reaching ceiling height, drowning people in their beds.  

30,000 homes were rendered uninhabitable, and 250,000 acres of good farming land contaminated by sea water. 

Sea defences have since been strengthened and an improved storm warning system put in place. 

In Holland it was much worse. Dykes collapsed in many places, allowing the sea to reclaim land which had been so hard-won. 1800 were drowned and 50,000 evacuated. It took at least six months to repair the breaches and pump out all the flood water. 

Friday  January 31  2003

Snow, M11

The M11 in Cambridgeshire was closed by a sudden snowfall, and thousands of motorists were stranded for 20 hours. 

January Facts

Warmest January:


1916
Mean temperature  45.5°F,   7.5°C

Coldest January:


1795


26.4°F
-3.1°C
Coldest, last 100 years:


1963


28.2°F
-2.1°C
Snow cover:

January 1963
Snow on the ground    31 days

Warm January Days:

27 Jan 1958     Aber, N Wales
   65°F  
18.3°C
10 Jan 1971     Aber, N Wales
   65°F   
18.3°C
26 Jan 2003     Aboyne, Aberdeen  
   63.9°F 17.7°C
27 Jan 2003     East Malling, Kent   
   63.3°F 17.4°C
Cold January Day  (max):

10 Jan 1982     Braemar, Highlands   -2.4°F  -19.1°C
January minimum:
11 Jan 1982     Braemar, Highlands    -17°F  
-27.2°C
11 Jan 1982     Newport, Shropshire   -15°F  
-26.1°C
Warm January Night  (min):

20 Jan 2008      London

   56.0°F
 13.3°C
Unremitting Frost

January 1963    Moor House, Westmorland   34 days

Driest January:


1766


0 .8 ins
4.4mm

Maximum Barometer reading:

23 Jan 1900
Barnaul, Russia
     1079 mb

  (subsequently bettered in 1968:

  (31 Dec 1968
Agata, Russia           1083.8 mb)     

31 Jan 1902
Aberdeen & Perth
     1054.9 mb

Minimum Barometer reading:

26 Jan 1884
Ochtertyre, Perth
      925.5 mb

ICE  AGES

Ice Epochs

3 million years  (to current)

Quaternary Ice Age
An Ice Epoch is the period when ice forms at one or both poles. This period is known as the Pleistocene Ice Epoch  -  the name derived from Greek.

Ice Ages

100,000-year  timescale
The last 2½ million years have seen about 20 ice ages, each about 100,000 years long, and interglacials of about 10,000 to 20,000 years.  Within each period, the ice sheets ebbed and flowed across the land. 

Ice sheets and glaciers advanced as far south as latitude 50°, over most of Canada, Europe and Asia.

New Zealand was almost completely covered, together with Argentina and the higher parts of Australia and South Africa.
At its maximum the ice was about 2 miles (3,000m) thick, covering about 32% of the Earth’s surface.  
In England, Birmingham was under about a mile of ice, and the leading edge reached from Bristol to Oxford and to London north of the Thames.  Southern England suffered unrelenting freeze and semi-permanent snow, with spasmodic interludes of more clement summer weather.

The Last Ice Age

Years ago








Southern England










January
        July











(Now 4°C)   (17°C)

114,000
Start of the Last Ice Age

74,000

Ice sheets fully formed, globally 
-5°C  on now.

21,000 – 18,000   Ice sheets at their thickest




-30°C
        7°C

12,000

Ice sheets began to melt




   0°C
      12°C

Inter-glacial
‘The Holocene’  (Greek – ‘recent’)
11,000

1200 year colder interlude –  ‘Younger Dryas’


-16°C
        8°C



(named after the alpine plants affected by this reversal)



The Gulf Stream appears to have been switched off by melt-water

10,500

Thaw continued






   0°C
      14°C

8200

A second colder interlude




  -5°C
      10°C

8000 – 5500 
Climatic optimum, peak warming



   6°C
      19°C

Date

1200 BC
Temperatures near present norm



   4°C
      17°C

1200 to 55 BC
Cooling trend






   2°C
      16°C

 

Romans came to Britain, rainfall 50% more than today
   

55 BC to AD400  Gradual warming





   4°C
      17°C

AD400 

Sudden cooling  -   probably volcanic



   3°C
      16°C

AD640

Sudden cooling  -   probably volcanic



   3°C
      16°C

AD800 – 1000
Cold period  - climate zone shift




   2°C
      16°C

The  LITTLE  ICE  AGE
The date of the Little Ice Age is a matter of some debate.  Books and papers disagree, but the most widely accepted is the period 1320 to 1880, linked to glacier advances. 

The most probable cause was a variation in solar output.  There was a well-documented lack of sunspot activity, especially during the years 1420 – 1570, and 1645 – 1715.  As a result the heat received was at its lowest in recorded history. The River Thames froze solid several times in the 1650s, and was reduced to a trickle in the 1660s, culminating in the Great Fire of London in 1666.

The glacial maximum in the Alpine regions occurred between 1590 and 1850, and many villages were lost under the ice as glaciers swept down into the valleys. The retreat began in 1850, and continues to this day.

The Little Ice Age  1320 - 1880

Date









Southern England










January
        July











(Now 4°C)   (17°C)

1000 – 1300
Medieval Warm Period.
  Grapes grown




      18°C

1203

Alpine glacier advance

1310 – 1322
The Great Famine -  cold, wet.  Life expectancy 24 years

1349

The Black Death

1337

The Hundred Years War started

1350

Greenland settlements abandoned

1432 – 1438
Seven harsh winters

1469

Grape growing abandoned

1492

Columbus set sail

1500 – 1550
Milder interlude






   3°C
       16°C

1570

The All Saints Flood

1588

Spanish Armada decimated

1600

Beginning of the apogee (climax), the coldest two centuries

1650s

Thames frozen many times

1666

Great Fire of London

1684

Coldest winter






   -1°C

1680 – 1730
Coldest period

Ice fairs on the Thames


   2.5°C
      15.5°C

1703

The Great Storm

1730 – 1737
Relatively mild

1740

Coldest year on record





   0°C
      13°C

1789

French Revolution - cold

1815

Tambora Eruption

1816

The Year without a Summer, globally 3°C lower



       13°C

1848

Irish Potato Famine

1850

Glaciers begin retreat

1879 – 1895
Krakatoa 1883, and a run of cold winters



   0°C
       15°C
1895

Warming trend began
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90 degrees in September
Sep 1

Abbotsinch  Rain 175mm
Sep 23

Aber

18.3C
Jan 10

Aber

18.3C
Jan 27

Aber

21C
Nov 16

Aberdaron     Wind 111mph
Dec 24

Aberdeen

17.7C
Jan 26

Aberdeen

17.9C
Feb 22

Aberdeen

22C
Oct 5

Aberdeen

Drifts 6m
Jan 22

Aberdeen
       Rain 270mm
Nov 30

Aberdeen

Snow 
Oct 15

Aberdeen
       Snow 90cms
Dec 25

Aberdeen & Perth
1054mb
Jan 31

Aberfan

Slurry
Oct 21

Achnashellach
28.9C
Jun 9

Africa
       Famine 1984
Oct 3

Alaska

100°F
Jun 27

Al'aziziyah, Libya
58C
Sep 13

Aldershot
           Snow fort
Dec 26

All Saints Day

Nov 1

All Souls Day

Nov 2

Alresford     Tornado  1820
Dec 20

Alston, Cumb
-18.9C
Mar 7

Alston, Cumb
-22.8C
Jan 17

Altitude - article

Nov +

Altnaharra
-17C
Mar 1

Altnaharra
-4.6C
Jun 3

Altnaharra
-27.2C
Dec 29

Ambleside     Rain 140mm
Nov 8

Antarctic bases

Jul +

Antarctica

11.7C
Mar 23

Antarctica   Iceberg 208mls
Nov 12

Antarctica - article

Jul +

Antarctica - Ross Ice Shelf
Mar 23

Antarctica - Vostok
-88C
Aug 24

Antarctica - Vostok
-89.2C
Jul 21

Antarctica Temperatures
Feb +

Antarctica, S Pole
-82.8C
Jun 23

Anticyclonic Gloom
article
Dec 11

Anticyclonic Gloom

Oct 25

April Statistics

Apr +

Arizona

42C
Oct 6

Armada


Jul 29

Armistice Day 1919
Snow
Nov 11

Ash Wednesday

Feb 15

Auchtermuchty  Snow 60cms
Mar 5

August Bank Holiday
Aug 1

August Bank Holiday
Aug 30

August Statistics

Aug +

Aurora borealis

Jan 25

Aurora borealis

Mar 9

Aurora borealis

Mar 23

Aurora borealis

Apr 6

Aurora borealis

Oct 29

Aurora borealis

Nov 15

Aurora borealis

Nov8-9

Australia
           160 x 100°
Apr 7

Australia

46.8C
Dec 26

Australia

46C
Dec 1

Australia
            Drought
Jun 21

Austria

39.7C
Jul 27

Austria

Snow
Jul 24

Austria, Galtur   Avalanche
Feb 23

Autumn Statistics

Nov +

Autumnal Equinox

Sep 22

Bacup
        Drifts 5m
Feb 11

Balmoral

-23.3C
Jan 27

Bangladesh     Cyclone
Apr 29

Bangladesh     Cyclone 1876
Oct 31

Bangladesh     Cyclone 1942
Oct 16

Bangladesh     Cyclone 1970
Nov 12

Bangladesh     Cyclone 2007
Nov 16

Bangladesh     Monsoons
Sep 1

Bangladesh
Tornado
Apr 26

Barnard Castle
Drifts 6m
Jan 13

Barnaul

1079mb
Jan 23

Barnet

35C
Sep 2

Barnstaple
-16.1C
Jan 26

Barometer
1079mb
Jan 23

Barometer
877mb
Sep 24

Barometers

Apr +

Barry, S Wales  Flash Floods
Jul 20

Bath

33.3C
Sep 8

Bawtry

35.6C
Sep 2

Beachy Head lighthouse
Mar 17

Beaufort Scale

Jan 3

Bedford 
       Snow 1830
Nov 28

Belle Tout lighthouse
Mar 17

Ben Nevis
-10C
May 18

Ben Nevis
-3.3C
Jul 9

Ben Nevis
-7.8C
Sep 23

Ben Nevis
Frost
Apr 30

Ben Nevis      Rain 1112mm
Sep 25

Ben Nevis      Snow 120cms
Jun 24

Ben Nevis      Snow 20cms
Jul 8

Ben Nevis observatory
Mar +

Ben Nevis Observatory
May 18

Benbecula      Wind 110mph
Feb 4

Benson

-20C
Feb 6

Berkshire
      Snow 69cms
Apr 25

Betws-y-Coed
26.7C
Oct 2

'Big Wind'
      Ireland
Jan 7

Birds migration

Dec 27

Birmingham   Tornado 1931
Jun 14

Birmingham   Tornado 2005
Jul 28

Black Ice


Nov 21

Blackpool Pier 1997

Dec 25

Blocking High

Feb 25

Blue Moon

Sep 26

Boat Race 1947

Mar 29

Boat Race 1952

Mar 29

Boat Race, frozen rivers
Jan 22

Bodiam Castle    Land Devil
May 26

Bolton
      Tornado
Sep 10

Bombay
      Cyclone
Jun 6

Borneo
      Fires

Sep 25

Borrowdale    Land Devil
Apr 4

Boscastle      Flood 2004
Aug 16

Boston, Lincs      Tornado
Sep 9

Bourne, Cambs   Tornado
Aug 30

Bournemouth Pier 1876
Nov 22

Boxing Day

Dec 26

Boycott, Geoff, first test
Jun 4

Bradford
Hail cover 150cms
Jul 2

Braemar

-20C
Jan 6

Braemar

-27.2C
Jan 10

Braemar

-22.2C
Jan 18

Braemar

-21.7
Feb 4

Braemar

-27.2C
Feb 11

Braemar

-20C
Feb 17

Braemar

-21C
Mar 4

Braemar

-21.1C
Mar 7

Braemar

-17.2C
Mar 21

Braemar

-6C
Sep 28

Braemar

-12.8C
Nov 1

Braemar

-23.3C
Nov 11

Braemar

-23.3C
Nov 14

Braemar

-22.4C
Dec 15

Brawdy, Dyfed Wind 115mph
Nov 30

Brecon
      Rain 150mm
Dec 3

Brecon
      Snow 30cms
May 13

Brighton
      Waterspout
Oct 1

Brighton Pier     Storm
Dec 29

Bristol
Hail cover 1.5m
Jun 18

Bristol      TV Transmitter
Apr 3

Britain

Fires
Apr 18

Britain
      Snow 85cms
Feb 25

British Record Temperatures
Feb +

British Summer Time - history
May 20

Brixton

18.9C
Feb 10

Brogdale 2003  101.3°  38.5°
Aug 10

Brookwood, Surrey
32.1C
Sep 8

Bruton, Som    Rain 243mm
Jun 28

Buchan, Alexander

Mar +

Bucks
Hail cover 10cms
May 21

Buddy Holly

Feb 3

Burns Day Storm

Jan 25

Burton on Trent Ball Lightning
Apr 8

Bury St Edmunds
34.2C
Sep 3

Bury St Edmunds
Snow 
Oct 29

Butterflies, Climate Change
Jul 6

Butterfly invasion

Jun 17

Butterfly invasion

Aug 4

Buxton

-24C
Feb 11

Buxton
          Drifts 9m
Feb 13

Buxton cricket   Snow 5cms
Jun 2

Buxton, Norf
19.3C
Feb 23
INDEX
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Cairngorm
-32.2C
Dec 25

Cairngorm
Rescue
Nov 24

Cairngorm
Snow
Jun 19
Cairngorm
Snow
Sep 9

Cairngorm     wind 120 mph
Nov 20

Cairngorm     wind 150+
Feb 13

Cairngorm     wind 169mph
Jan 22

Cairngorm     wind 173mph
Mar 20

Cairo

47C
Jun 29

Caithness

Drifts
Apr 2

Calcutta
     Typhoon 1737
Oct 5

Calcutta
     Typhoon 1864
Oct 5

Calcutta
     Waterspout
Apr 8

California
     Fires 2007
Oct 25

Cambridge
19.4C
Feb 28

Cambridge
35.2C
Aug 1

Cambridge
35C
Aug 14

Camden Square records
Sep 19

Camelford     Hail cover
Jun 8

Camelford     Rain 203mm
Jun 8

Cameroon - Lake Nyos CO2
Aug 12

Canada

45C
Jul 5

Canada
     Hail, giant
Jul 11

Canada
     Ice Storm
Jan 9

Candles


Feb 11

Cannington   Rain 239mm
Aug 18

Canvey Island  Sea Surge
Jan 31

Capel Curig   Rain 167mm
Feb 3

Cardiff
     Ball Lightning
Jul 1

Carlisle
     Rain 227mm
Jan 8

Carnwath

-21C
Feb 15

Carnwath

-24.6C
Jan 13

Castleton 
-18.9C
Jan 21

Centigrade critics

Feb 15

CET  Central England
Feb +

Channel Islands   108mph
Oct 9

Charleston USA
-24C
Feb 5

Charlwood
36.3C
Jul 19

Cheltenham     37.1C 1990
Aug 3

Chernobyl fallout

May 5

Chester-le-St   Cricket snow
Apr 13

Chew Stoke, Som
Rain
Jul 10

China
Cyclone 1881
Oct 8

China
Typhoon 2006
Aug 11

China, 200 killed, giant hail
Jun 19

Christmas Day

Dec 25

Christmas Eve

Dec 24

Christmas Statistics

Dec 25

Claudd-newydd    Snow
Mar 6

Climate Change   Butterflies
Jul 6

Cloud seeding

Aug 16

Co Kildare
25.2C
Oct 2

Co Mayo
      Sand

Feb 14

Coal and Crabs

Jun 5

Coffeyville Kansas, Hailstone
Sep 3

Coldest Day, Britain

Jan 12

Coldest Day, traditional
Jan 14

Coldest Day, Britain

Feb 8

Coldest Day, Britain

Feb +

Collyweston
35C
Sep 1

Colorado
     Snow 120cms
Oct 25

Colwyn Bay
21.1C
Mar 8

Comet Hale-Bopp

Mar 28

Consett
     Snow 100cms
Jan 8

Cordoba, Spain
41C
Jul 24

Cornwall 1999   Total Eclipse
Aug 11

Corona
     York

Jul 8

Corsica
     Wind 139mph
Dec 19

Corwen

-21.7C
Mar 3

Coventry
     Hail, giant
Jun 12

Cowes, IOW, Tornado 1876
Sep 28

Cranwell, Lincs Wind 111mph
Dec 13

Cricket - coldest day
May 28

Cricket on Ice

Feb 17

Cricket, Buxton   Snow 5cms
Jun 2

Crystal Palace
Wind
Feb 21

Culbin, Nairn 1694
Sand 
Oct 10

Cwm-yr-Eglwys  Gale 1859
Oct 26

Dalwhinnie
-11.7C
Oct 28

Dalwhinnie
-19.4C
Jan 26

Dalwhinnie
-5.6C
Jun 9

Darkest Evening 

Dec 15

Dartmoor
Fires

Apr 5

Darwin, Aus   Cyclone Tracy
Dec 24

Darwin, Charles
Beagle
Dec 27

D-Day postponed

Jun 6

D-Day war strategy

Jun 6

Death Valley
49C
Aug 17

December Statistics

Dec 31

Derbyshire
Drifts 6m
Dec 5

Devil's Blackberry Day
Oct 10

Devon
Ice Floes

Jan 24

Diurnal Range
Canada
Jan 23

Diurnal Range

Mar 29

Diurnal range

May 9

Dolomites
Avalanches
Dec 14

Domesday Book  1086
Dec 24

Doncaster     Hail, giant
Jun 29

Double Glazing

Feb 15

Double Summertime
Feb 27

Douglas, IOM  Snow 15cms
May 8

Dover
Hail cover

May 14

Downburst

Apr 1

Driest Autumn

Oct 12

Droitwich
-18.3C

Mar 7

Drought 1995 - 1996
Oct 15

Drought 38 days
Kent
May 5

Drought 42days
Whitby
Apr 25

Drought 43days
Margate
Aug 26

Drought 59 days   Finningley
Oct 9

Drought 73 days
Mile End
May 15

Drought definition

Sep 17

Dumfries

-23.9C
Feb 10

Durham
Snow 120cms
Feb 20

Durham
Snow 15cms
Oct 30

Dust Bowl

Jul 5

Dust Bowl years

May +

Dust Storms, East England
Apr 29

Dust Storms

May +

East Coast   Sea Surge
Jan 31

East Malling
17.6C
Jan 27

Easter dates

Mar 22

Easter Weather

Mar 22

Eclipse - Annular

May 31

Eclipse 50%

Oct 12

Eclipse 90%

Feb 15

Eclipse viewing

Oct 12

Eclipse, total, 1927

Jun 29

Eclipse, total, 1999

Aug 11

Eddystone Lighthouse
Oct 14

Edmonton USA  Tornado
Jul 31

Edward VII  Coronation 1902
Aug 9

Edwardsville   Tornado
Oct 27

El Paso

100°F
May 22

Elgin

22.2C
Mar 12

Elgin

25.6C
Oct 2

Elgin
     Snow 90cms
Feb 23

Elizabeth & Phillip  Wedding
Nov 20

Elizabeth II    Coronation
Jun 2

Emley Moor TV
Rime
Mar 20

Emley, Yorks  Football, snow
Dec 17

England

-20C
Jan 15

England
     Drifts 10m
Feb 15

England
     Drifts 18m
Mar 17

England
     Snow 15cms
May 12

England & W  Glazed Frost
Jan 30

England & Wales  Ice Storm
Jan 30

Epsom

35C
Sep 2

Epsom & others    
36.7C
Aug 9

Epsom        1911
36C
Jul 22

Essex
   Cricket - cold
Apr 22

Essex
   Fog mayhem
Nov 2

Essex
   Hail 38mm dia
Aug 22

Essex
   Hail, giant
Jun 24

Essex
   Sea Ice

Feb 7

Essex
   Snow

Oct 7

Essex
   Waterspouts
Aug 22

Essex to Cambs
21C
Nov 5

Europe
   Drought

Nov 2

Eurydice sunk

Mar 24

Everest, Hillary & Tensing
May 29

Evesham Floods 2007        Jul 20 - 21

Exeter

20.2C
Mar 2

Exmoor
    Drifts 12m
Mar 27

Fahrenheit G D

May 14

Fahrenheit to Celsius
May 14

Fair Isle
   Wind 114 mph
Nov 14

Fastnet Gale

Aug 14
INDEX
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February Statistics

Feb +

Felixtowe
  Waterspout
Jun 11

Fen Blow
  Eastern England
Apr 29

Fen Skating

Feb 19

Ferrybridge   Cooling Towers
Nov 1

Ffestiniog
  Drifts 4m
Feb 7

Finland

-28C
Apr 9

First Flight

May 16

Fitzroy


Apr +

Fitzroy


Aug 1

Fleet, Hants  Rain 131mm
Sep 26

Flintshire
     Snow 15cms
May 6

Flash Flood  Barry, S Wales
Jul 20

Flash Flood  Folkestone
Aug 11

Flash Flood  Johnstown USA
May 31

Flash Flood  Loftus, Yorks
Jul 2

Flash Flood  Selkirk

May 30

Flash Flood  Spain

Sep 27

Flash Flood Thompson River
Jul 31

Flash Flood  Todmorden
Jul 2

Flood 1014

Sep 29

Flood 1250  Winchelsea
Oct 1

Flood 1564  York

Dec 22

Flood 1570  All Saints Surge
Nov 1

Flood 1774  England
Mar 12

Flood 1823  Bedfordshire
Oct 31

Flood 1860  Derwent, Yorks
Dec 12

Flood 1882  Reading
Oct 24

Flood 1899  Portsmouth
Jul 23

Flood 1900  Ilkley

Jul 12

Flood 1903  Britain

Oct 14

Flood 1912  Norfolk

Aug 26

Flood 1930  Whitby

Jul 22

Flood 1944  Holmfirth
May 29

Flood 1947  East Anglia   Mar 18-24
Flood 1947  England        Mar 11-26
Flood 1947  Maidenhead
Mar 17

Flood 1947  York

Mar 24

Flood 1947  Yorkshire
Mar 26

Flood 1948  River Tweed
Aug 12

Flood 1960  Cornwall
Sep 30

Flood 1960  England
Nov 26

Flood 1960  Horncastle
Oct 7

Flood 1966  Florence
Nov 5

Flood 1968  Carlisle
Mar 24

Flood 1968  Guildford
Sep 15

Flood 1979  Embsay
Jun 13

Flood 1983  Alice Springs
Mar 16

Flood 1983  Arizona

Oct 2

Flood 1983  Europe

Apr 9

Flood 1983  France

May 25

Flood 1983  Lisbon

Nov 18

Flood 1983  New Orleans
Apr 5

Flood 1983  Thailand
Oct 14

Flood 1988  France

Oct 3

Flood 1988  Truro

Oct 11

Flood 1990  Towyn

Feb 27

Flood 1991  York, Kings Arms
Feb 24

Flood 1994  Oxford

Jul 24

Flood 1997  Co Mayo
Jul 12

Flood 1997  Germany
Jul 28

Flood 1997  Somalia
Nov 17

Flood 1997  Spain

Nov 6

Flood 1997  Red River, USA
Apr 19

Flood 1998  Banbury
Apr 10

Flood 1998  Midlands
Apr 12

Flood 1999  Malton area
Mar 8

Flood 2000  October rainfall
Oct 31

Flood 2000  Uckfield, Sussex
Oct 12

Flood 2000  Yorkshire
Nov 7

Flood 2000  Britain
          Nov 3 - 19

Flood 2002  Germany
Aug 17

Flood 2004  Boscastle
Aug 16

Flood 2004  Keswick
Aug 20

Flood 2005  Carlisle

Jan 8

Flood 2005  Helmsley, Yorks
Jun 19

Flood 2007  Coventry, Warw
Jun 15

Flood 2007  Yorkshire        Jun 15-29

Flood 2007  West Midlands
Jun 25

Flood 2007  Toll Bar, Donc
Jun 27

Flood 2007  Upton upon Sev
Jun 28

Flood 2007  Yorkshire         Jul 11-16

Flood 2007  Evesham       Jul 20 - 21

Flood 2007  Tewkesbury
Jul 21

Flood 2007  victims

Dec 23

Flood 2007  Mexico

Nov 2

Florida
Hurricane 1926
Sep 18

Florida
Snow

Mar 14

Florida
Tornado

Feb 23

Fog
London  Heathrow
Dec 23

Fog
Yorkshire

Nov 29

Fog - article

Nov +

Fog - Radiation

Oct 13

Fog disaster     M1

Nov 29

Fog mayhem    Essex
Nov 2

Fog mayhem    Yorkshire
Dec 22

Fog mayhem    Yorkshire
Dec 9

Fog mayhem

Mar 10

Fog mayhem

Mar 11

Fog mayhem

Mar 28

Fog, coastal

Jul 10

Főhn wind

Jan 1
Főhn wind

Feb 22
Főhn wind - article

Oct 24
Folkestone   Flash Floods
Aug 11

Football     -27C   Moscow
Nov 23

Football, May 1947

May 26

Football, snow, Emley, Yorks
Dec 17

France
Hailstones 500g
Jun 21

France
Snow 40cms
Jun 11

Frazerburgh  Wind 142mph
Feb 13

Freezing fog  1962

Dec 6

Frogs and fishes

Sep +

Frogs and worms

Jun 15

Frost Fairs    London
Feb 6

Frost Hollow

May 17

Frosts 20
    Waddington
Feb 24

Frosts 34
    Moor House
Mar 16

Funnel Clouds   Norfolk
Nov 23

Galtur
    Avalanche
Feb 23

Ganby, Lincs
35.5C
Jul 5

Garrowby
    Drifts 
 
Jan 20

Gatwick

32C
Sep 2

Geldeston, Norf
32.2C
Sep 9

George V
Coronation
Jun 22

George V
Jubilee

May 17

George VI  Coronation
May 12

Germany
    Hail, giant
Jun 29

Germany
    Wolves

Mar 3

Glamorgan   Rain 211mm
Nov 11

Glasgow

-24.7C
Jan 13

Glasgow
    Wind 100+
Jan 15

Glastonbury  Rain 52mm
Jun 24

Glenn Miller

Dec 15

Global Warming - butterflies
Sep 23

Global Warming - sea ice
Sep 7

Glorious Twelfth

Aug 12

Gloucester   Hail cover 7cms
Nov 12

Gloucestershire Snow 66cms
Apr 24

Goathland    Snow 90cms
Jan 11

Goodwin Lightship
Gales
Nov 27

Gordon Castle
32C
Sep 2

Grantown on Spey
-21C
Jan 7

Grantown on Spey
-22.2C
Feb 18

Grantown on Spey
-26.8C
Jan 8

Grantown on Spey
-26C
Jan 14

Gravesend
16.3C
Jan 6

Gravesend
17.9C
Feb 4

Great Dun Fell, wind 128mph
Jan 8

Great Dun Fell, wind 133mph
Jan 15

Great Highland Blizzard
Jan 28

Great Norfolk Flood
 205mm
Aug 26

Great Storm 1987

Oct 16

Greater London
-18.8C
Feb 8

Greece

46C
Jul 25

Greece
Fires 2007
Aug 28

Greenwich
19.7C
Feb 13

Greenwich
26.5C
Apr 4

Gregorian Calendar

Mar 9

Grote Mandrenke
Holland
Jan 23

Guam, Pacific   Baro 877mb
Sep 24

Guam, Pacific, wind 236mph
Dec 16

Gulf Stream

Dec 2

Gulf Stream

Nov 7

Gunnersbury    Tornado
Dec 8
INDEX
Locations selected for content.  Only the most significant are listed.

Guy Fawkes Day

Nov 5

Gwynedd
    Water Devil
Jun 10

Haar


Apr 29

Haar - article

Nov +

Hail - article

Oct +

Hailstone
Coffeyville, Kansas
Sep 3

Hailstone
Horsham, Sussex
Sep 5

Hailstone 75mm

Jun 7

Hailstones 500g
France
Jun 21

Hale-Bopp Comet

Mar 28

Halifax
    Skating

Mar 1

Hallowe'en

Oct 31

Hampshire    Drought
Aug 3

Hampshire    Drought
Aug 14

Hampshire    Frost

Feb 14

Hampshire    Hail, giant
Jun 5

Hampshire    Sand storm
Jul 29

Hampshire    Snow 200cms
Dec 29

Hampstead   Hail cover
Aug 14

Hampstead Storm  171mm
Aug 14

Hampton Hill, Middx
Tornado
Aug 18

Hannah Hauxwell

Feb 15

Hardraw Force  Frozen
Feb 6

Harlow, Essex  Ball Lightning
Jun 13

Harwich pier

Jan 11

Hastings
    Waterspout
Jul 15

Hawarden Bridge
32C
Sep 2

Haydon Bridge
23.3C
Mar 12

Heat Lag


Jan 14

Heatwave 1895
           Sep 23-29

Heatwave 1898

Sep 17

Heatwave 1900
35.1C
Jul 25

Heatwave 1906
    Aug 30-Sep 3

Heatwave 1911
35.6C
Aug 13

Heatwave 1911
           Sep 6 - 12

Heatwave 1921
29C     Oct 4 - 10

Heatwave 1922

May 21

Heatwave 1923

Jul 13

Heatwave 1926
          Sep 10-19

Heatwave 1932
36.1C
Aug 18

Heatwave 1944

May 29

Heatwave 1947
            Jun 1 - 3

Heatwave 1947

Aug 16

Heatwave 1975
30C
Aug 5

Heatwave 1975
30C
Aug 13

Heatwave 1975
34C
Aug 4

Heatwave 1975
36.7C
Aug 3

Heatwave 1975

Aug 8

Heatwave 1976
35.4C
Jun 26

Heatwave 1976
35.6C
Jun 27

Heatwave 1976
35.9C
Jul 3

Heatwave 1976
36.0C
Jun 28

Heatwave 1976
Fires
Jun 30

Heatwave 1976   Trowbridge
Jul 7

Heatwave 1983
33.7C
Jul 27

Heatwave 1990

Aug 3

Heatwave 1995
Jul 15  to
Aug 26

Heatwave 2003
           Aug 5 - 11

Hednesford      Drifts 5m
Feb 11

Helsinki

-30C
Jan 17

Helston, Corn   Rain 125mm
Jun 9

Helvellyn
     Snowdrifts
Jul 30

Helvellyn rescue team
Mar +

Herstmonceux   Rainfall
Mar 31

Hewendon Resr   155mm
Jun 11

Higham Ferras
-23.8C
Jan 14

Highland Blizzard    90cms
Jan 28

Highlands

-25C
Feb 23

Highlands       Drifts 7m
Mar 11

Highlands
      Snow

May 28

Highlands
      Snow 1925
Sep 4

Highlands
     Wind 120mph
Jan 4

Hodsock, Notts
-20C
Jan 6

Hodsock, Notts
-21C
Dec 7

Holland
Grote Mandrenke
Jan 23

Holland
     Sea Ice
Jan 23

Hong Kong    Cyclone 1906
Sep 18

Honister
     Rain 180mm
Dec 10

Honister
     Rain 197mm
Jan 6

Horncastle Flood 184mm
Oct 7

Horsham, Sussex  Hailstone
Sep 5

Hottest Day 2003,101.3° 38.5° Aug 10

Hottest day, statistical
Jul 14

Houghall

-20C
Jan 5

Houghall

-21C
Mar 4

Howell Minister of Drought ‘76
 Aug20

Huddersfield
-17.8C
Mar 2

Huddersfield
Fires
Apr 20

Hull
     Tornado
Feb 29

Hull & York    Hail cover
Aug 21

Humber
     Ice Floes
Jan 24

Humber 
     Ice Floes
Feb 22

Hurricane - Galveston 1900
Sep 8

Hurricane - New Eng.  1815
Sep 23

Hurricane Alex
           Aug 9 - 13

Hurricane Andrew

Aug 24

Hurricane Beta

Oct 29

Hurricane Charley

Aug 25

Hurricane Danielle

Sep 9

Hurricane Dean
cat 5
Aug 21

Hurricane Debbie

Sep 16

Hurricane Donna

Sep 11

Hurricane Felix
cat 5
Sep 4

Hurricane Fifi

Sep 20

Hurricane Flora

Oct 6

Hurricane Floyd

Sep 14

Hurricane Fran

Sep 6

Hurricane Gilbert

Sep 12

Hurricane Gordon

Sep 19

Hurricane Hazel 1954
Oct 15

Hurricane Iris

Sep 6

Hurricane Ivan
          Sep 12-16

Hurricane Jerry

Oct 15

Hurricane Joan

Oct 22

Hurricane Juan Nova Scotia
Sep 28

Hurricane Katrina, N Orleans
Aug 29

Hurricane Lili

Oct 28

Hurricane Maria, and Nate
Sep 14

Hurricane Mitch

Oct 30

Hurricane Pauline

Oct 9

Hurricane Rita
cat 5
Sep 21

Hurricane Wilma
cat 5
Oct 19

Hurricanes

Jul 13

Hurricanes 1780, 1897, 1949
Oct 13

Hurricanes, Britain

Sep 6

Hurricanes, Typhoons,  1737- Oct 22

Ice Ages - article

Dec +

Ice Epoch


Dec +

Ice Palace, Cockermouth
Feb 17

Ice Saints


May 12

Ice Sculptures, Omsk
Dec 7

Ice Storm, Canada

Jan 9

Ice Storm, England & Wales
Jan 30

Ice Storm, Surrey

Jan 20

Iceberg, Antarctica

Mar 23

Iceland 1783  Laki eruption
Aug 30

Ilkley Flood 1900  137mm
Jul 12

Illinois school    Tornado
Apr 21

Independence Day

Jul 4

India

43C
May 8

India
deaths, 50C
Jun 20

India
Cyclone 1949
Oct 27

India
Cyclone 1999
Oct 31

India
Hail deaths
Apr 20

India
Monsoons
Aug 3

Indian Summer

Oct 9

Indonesia
  Volcanic ash
Apr 27

Inverdruie

-3.3C
Aug 21

Inverness
   Drifts 6m
Mar 6

Ireland
   'Big Wind'
Jan 7

Ireland
   Famine

Sep 21

Irish Sea
   Wind 126mph
Jan 31

Isle of Man  Snow 30cms
Nov 21

Isle of Man  Storm

Dec 25

Isle of 'White'

Feb 18

Isle of 'White'

Dec 30

Isle of Wight    Drifts

Jan 19

Isle of Wight    Mirage
Aug 24

Isle of Wight    Waterspout
Jan 25

Isle of Wight    Wind 102mph
Oct 27

Italy

44C
Aug 28

Italy
    Red Rain
Oct 14

Italy
    Snowstorms
Jun 20

January statistics

Jan+

Japan
    Snow 200cms
Dec 23

Japan
    Typhoons
Sep 30

Japan 1945  Typhoons
Sep 12

Jarrell           Tornado
May 27
INDEX
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Java, Tambora
Volcano
Apr 10

Jersey

35C
Aug 5

Jerusalem
Snow
Mar 18

Johnstown USA  Flash Flood
May 31

July record temperatures 36.5
Jul 19

July Statistics

Jul +

June Statistics

Jun +

Kelso

-26.7C
Jan 17

Kelso

-26.7C
Dec 2

Kelso
Snow 120cms
Feb 20

Kenilworth  Tornado

Sep 22

Kent

-21.3C
Jan 29

Kent
Drought 38 days
May 5

Kent
Hail cover

Jun 19

Kent
Hail, giant

Jun 26

Kent
Snow 30cms
Oct 19

Keswick

22.2C
Mar 9

Keswick
Rain 233mm
Nov 3

Kettlewell
Cave deaths
Jun 24

Kew

-7C
May 9

Killarney

17C
Jan 3

Kinbrace

-20.9C
Nov 30

Kindrogan, Tay
-22C
Jan 13

King and Queen

Feb 13

King and Queen

Mar 2

Kings Lynn,Tornado, lightning
Jun 23

Knickerbocker Storm USA
Jan 28

Krakatoa
   Volcano 1883
Aug 27

La Reunion
Rain
Mar 16

La Reunion
Rain 
Feb 28

Lairg

16.7C
Jan 10

Lairg

24.6C
Oct 19

Lake District
Drought
Sep 4

Lake District
Snow
May 7

Lake District rescue

Mar +

Lake Nyos  CO2, 1700 dead
Aug 12

Laki eruption, Iceland 1783
Aug 30

Lanark
Wind 122mph
Feb 12

Lanarkshire
-9.9C
Oct 15

Land Devils

May 26

Land Devils

Jun 15

Landford, Wilts    Tornado
Dec 7

Lands End          Waterspout
Dec 31

Landslides          Scotland
Aug 19

Laurel & Hardy

Feb 12

Leap Year Day

Feb +

Lee wave


Feb 16

Leeds
Snow 18cms 1923
May 15

Leeds
Tornado

Sep 14

Leeming

23.9C
Apr 2

Leningrad

-40C
Jan 11

Lerwick, Shetland
Sunshine
Jun 16

Lewes
     Avalanche
Dec 26

Lightning
Bedwas, S Wales
May 29

Lightning
Belfast

May 28

Lightning
Ben Nevis
Jun 13

Lightning
Bulgaria

Jun 15

Lightning
Cleethorpes
Aug 25

Lightning
Co Louth

Apr 7

Lightning
Co Mayo

Aug 10

Lightning
Congo football team
Oct 28

Lightning
Coniston Old Man
Apr 18

Lightning
Derby Day
May 31

Lightning
Derbyshire
Apr 27

Lightning
Dumfries

May 4

Lightning
Golf, Scotland
Jun 7

Lightning
Golf, Sheffield
Jun 3

Lightning
Hampshire
May 5

Lightning
Ireland

May 7

Lightning
Kent

May 30

Lightning
Knowsley Park
Aug 28

Lightning
London, Palace
Jul 23

Lightning
Trevino, Lee
Jun 27

Lightning
Ukrane plane crash
Aug 22

Lightning
Vienna

May 23

Lightning
Wetherby, Yorks
Jul 7

Lightning
York Minster
Jul 8

Lightning
Yorkshire

Apr 28

Lightning & TNT, New Jersey
Jul 26

Lightning precautions
May 23

Lightning statistics

Aug 25

Linton, Cambs   Hail, flood
Jun 14

Little Ice Age

Dec +

Liverpool
    Hail cover
Jun 12

Livingston
-20.9C
"Jan 13

Lockerby
    Tornado
Sep 5

Loftus, Yorks   Flash Flood
Jul 2

Logie Coldstone
-22.8C
Mar 15

London

23.9C
Mar 9

London

29.4C
Apr 16

London

30.6C
May 12

London

32.8C
May 22

London

32.8C
May 27

London

32.8C
May 29

London

34.4C
Jun 19

London

35.6C
Jun 27

London

35.6C
Jun 29

London

35.6C
Jul 13

London

35C
Jul 15

London

32.2C
Sep 19

London

28.9C
Oct 6

London
     Frost

Feb 20

London
     Frost Fairs
Feb 6

London
   'Hurricane' 1987
Oct 16

London
     Ice Floes
Mar 7

London
     Pollution
Jan 16

London
     River ice
Feb 10

London
     Sleet 1919
Sep 20

London
     Smog 1948
Dec 1

London
     Smog 1952
Dec 5

London
     Snow 20cms
Feb 9

London
     Snow 15cms
Apr 11

London
     Snow 40cms
Apr 27

London
     Snow 7cms
May 6

London
     Snow, latest
May 27

London
     Snow 

Oct 18

London
     Snowdrifts 2m
Dec 30

London
     Tornado
Dec 7

London
     Tornado 1928
Oct 22

London  Heathrow
Fog
Dec 23

Long Hot Summer 1959
Aug 17

Long Hot Summer 1959
Sep 7

Long Hot Summer 1959
Oct 2

Longwitten    Poohsticks
Jan 3

Lorain, Ohio  Tornado
Jun 28

Lords
     Cricket off
May 17

Lorna Doone winter  1683
Dec 13

Lossiemouth
27.4C
May 1

Lunatic Asylum

Jan 13

Luton
     Hail cover
Jul 4

Lynmouth Disaster
         Aug 15 - 16

Madrid

42C
Sep 9

Maharashtra, India
944mm
Jul 26

Maidenhead
35C
Sep 2

Maidstone     Ball Lightning
Apr 9

Maldon

32.8C
Sep 5

Malham Tarn   Snow 5cms
May 17

Malin Head    Wind 100mph
Dec 27

Malin Head    Wind 113mph
Sep 16

Man United    Munich
Feb 6

Manchester    Land Devils
Jun 15

Manchester    Rain 110mm
Aug 6

Manley Professor

Feb +

Mapperton      Ball Lightning
Aug 19

March Statistics

Mar +

March, Cambs
19.2C
Feb 23

March, Cambs
29.4C
Oct 1

Mardale, sunken village
Jul 30

Mardale, sunken village
Sep 13

Margate

30.6C
Sep 12

Margate
Drought 43days
Aug 26

Margate pier

Jan 11

Marlborough
-17.8C
Mar 3

Martinmas

Nov 11

Martinstown   Rain 279mm
Jul 18

Massachusetts  Snow 90cms
Apr 2

May Day holiday

May 2

May Day Snow

May 1

May Statistics

May +

McGonagall, William
Dec 28

Meteor 1908  Tunguska, Sib.
Jun 30

Meteors


Aug 5

Meteors


Nov 18

Mexico

58C
Aug 11

Michaelmas

Sep 29

Middlesbrough, Ball Lightning
May 22

Midsummers Day

Jun 24

Mile End,
Drought 73 days
May 15
INDEX
Locations selected for content.  Only the most significant are listed.

Minister of Drought 1976
Sep 28

Minister of Drought 1976
Aug 20

Mississippi     Tornadoes
Apr 2

Mississippi floods 1993
Jul 23

Monsoons - article

Sep +

Montana
     Snow 30cms
Oct 5

Moon - brightest

Dec 22

Moon - largest

Jun 22

Moon - superstitions
Oct 17

Moon Rocket 1959

Sep 13

Moor House   Frost 34 days
Mar 16

Morfa & Llandudno
Gales
Sep 28

Moroccan sand

Sep 8

Moroccan sand

Nov 9

Moscow

34C
Jun 15

Moscow

35C
Jul 11

Moscow

-37.2C
Dec 30

Moscow

-37.8C
Jan 11

Moscow
football 
-27C
Nov 23

Moscow
Icicles

Feb 23

Mother of Pearl clouds
Feb 16

Motorway M11
Snow
Jan 31

Mt St Helens
Snow
Nov 28

Mumbai, Bombay, Monsoons
Jul 26

Munich
Man United
Feb 6

N Carolina USA    200mph
Jan 27

N Ireland

Snow
May 4

Nacreous Clouds

Feb 16

Nairn
     Tornado
Jun 5

Nantmor

25.9C
Oct 18

Naples
     Landslide
May 6

New Malden, Surrey  35C
Sep 1

New Orleans Hurric. Katrina
Aug 29

New Year's Eve

Dec 31

New York

44C
Aug 2

New York
     Rain 198mm
Apr 15

Newark, Tornado, pigs fly
Sep 2

Newcastle
Drifts 6m
Mar 17

Newport

-16C
Mar 15

Nidderdale, Yorks  Hail cover
Jul 18

Norfolk
              Hail cover
May 2

Norfolk Flood 1912

Aug 26

Norway

-15C
May 2

Norwich
      Snow 17cms
May 18

Norwood, Surrey
33.4C
Sep 7

Nottingham
34C
Sep 1

Nova Scotia, 1223 ships sunk
Aug 27

November Statistics

Nov +

Oak Apple Day

May 29

Ochtertyre, Perth
32.2C
Jun 18

Ochtertyre, Perth
925mb
Jan 26

October 1960  Cold & Wet   Oct 7-10

October statistics

Oct +

Oimjakon, Siberia
-71C
Dec 10

Olympics, London 1948, 35C
Jul 29

Operation Snowdrop
Feb 23

Oxford
      Frost

Feb 24

Padstow Hailstorm

Oct 16

Painted Lady invasion
Jun 17

Pandy, Monmth   Hail cover
Jul 22

Paris
     Smog

Oct 1

Pembrokeshire    113mph
Jan 17

Penhall, Wales
34.2C
Jul 19

Penicuick  1860
-25.5C
Dec 25

Penlee Lifeboat Tragedy
Dec 19

Pennines
     Drifts 5m
Apr 5

Pennines
     Drifts 6m
Apr 24

Pennines
     Snow 42cms
Apr 24

Pennines
     Snow

Jun 2

Perth, Australia
40C
Jan 29

Perth, Scot    Snow 90cms
Jan 12

Perth-Braemar  Snow 15cms
Jun 10

Perthshire     Snow 98cms
Mar 6

Peru
     Rainfall
Aug 17

Philippines    Mud slides
Dec 3

Philippines    Typhoon
Aug 2

Pickwick Papers, snow
Dec 24

Pigs fly


Sep 2

Pinatubo
     Volcano
Apr +

Pink Hippos

Nov 5

Pity Me, Durham  Tornado
Oct 6

Pollution
London

Jan 16

Poohsticks,  Longwitten
Jan 3

Prestatyn

21.7C
Nov 4

Preston
       Rain record
Aug 10

Purple sky      Dust

Nov 27

Quainton Bucks   Hail cover
May 16

Radio forecast 1922

Nov 14

Radioactive Rain

May 5

Radnor
     Drifts 5m
Feb 19

Radnor
     Drifts 8m
Mar 6

Rainfall World & British
Oct +

Raining frogs etc

Sep +

Rattery, Devon  Ball Lightning
Jul 4

Raunds

34.6C
Sep 8

Raunds

32.2C
Sep 11

Red Rainbow

May 19

Red Rainbow

Sep 18

Red River Floods, USA
Apr 19

Remembrance Day

Nov 11

Rhayader

-23.3C
Jan 21

Ribblesdale
Drifts 6m
Feb 22

Richmond Yorks
Drifts 9m
Mar 18

Rickmansworth
32.3C
Sep 4

Rickmansworth  diurnal temp
Aug 29

Rickmansworth  frost hollow
May 17

Rime, Emley Moor TV
Mar 20

River pollution

Jan 21

River Tweed Flood 1948
Aug 12

Riyadh Arabia 122 days 100+
Sep 30

Rock Springs, Texas
Tornadoes
Apr 12

Rockall

928mb
Feb 1

Romania

-36C
Dec 30

Rome

27.1C
Nov 2

Rosedale miners  Drifts 4m
Jan 30

Rosedale miners  Drifts 12m
Feb 15

Ross-on-Wye
-18.3C
Feb 14

Rotherham     Hail cover
Apr 28

Rounton, Yorks
-19.6C
Feb 10

Royal Charter SS  1859
Oct 26

Rugby - Watersplash Final
May 11

Russia

102°F
May 31

Russia

-42C
Feb 5

S Carolina  1893  Hurricane
Aug 22

Salisbury Plain 1927 drifts8m
Dec 25

Samuel Pepys

Mar 9

Sand stm, Culbin, Nairn 1694
Oct 10

Sand storms - article
Oct 10

Sandwich
     Rain 191mm
Sep 20

Santa Anna wind

Oct 25

Scaleby, Cum
-22.2C
Feb 19

Scarborough
30.2C
Jun 12

Scavengers

Jan 13

Scavengers

Mar 3

Scilly

-5C
Feb 2

Scilly

-7.2C
Jan 12

Scilly
     Snow

Feb 21

Scilly
     Snow 15cms
Jan 29

Scotland
     Drifts 5m
Mar 2

Scotland
     Drifts 7m
Mar 13

Scotland
     Snow 30cms
May 13

Scotland 
     Snow 1878
Nov 12

Scotland     Border Blizzard
Dec 5

Scott, Robert   South Pole
Jan 17

Sea Ice
     Essex

Feb 7

Sea Ice
     Holland
Jan 23

Sea Ice


Feb 9

Sea surge   1588

Jul 29

Sea Surge  All Saints 1570
Nov 1

Sea Surge  Canvey Island
Jan 31

Sea Surge  East Coast
Jan 31

Sea Surge  Hampshire
Jan 10

Sea Surge  Hampshire
Dec 16

Sea Surge  Holland

Jan 23

Sea Surge  Holland

Jan 31

Sea Surge  Holland & Eng
Nov 11

Sea Surge  Holland 1421
Nov 21

Sea Surge  Hull 1969
Sep 28

Sea Surge  Isle of Man
Feb 1

Sea Surge  Jaywick

Jan 31

Sea Surge  Lancashire 1977
Nov 12

Sea Surge  London 1897
Nov 29

Sea Surge  Nova Scotia
Mar 14

Sea Surge  Portsmouth
Mar 4

Sea Surge  Scarborough
Aug 29

Sea Surge  Wales to IOW
Dec 25

Sea Surges  Scarborough
Nov 9
INDEX
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Seathwaite     Rain 172mm
May 9

Seathwaite     Rain 181mm
Apr 2

Sedburgh, Yorks    186mm
Jun 16

Selkirk
      Flash Flood
May 30

Selsey
      Tornado
Jan 7

September statistics
Sep +

Septembers over 90
Sep 1

Severn Estuary   Tsunami
Jan 20

Severn flood records
Mar 19

Seville, Spain
50C
Aug 4

Shawbury, Shrops
-25.2C
Dec 12

Sheffield

32.8C
Sep 3

Sheffield
Hail cover 15cms
Aug 7

Sheffield, Leeds
Storm
Feb 16

Shropshire     Drifts 4m        Jan 8 - 9

Siberia

-54C
Nov 24

Silver Lake, Colorado

Snow 193cms
Apr 15

Simpson Tommy

Jul 13

Sleaford, Lincs     Tornado
May 15

Smog 1962       Article
Dec 4

Snow rescue

Nov 25

Snowdon 1919  Snow 15cms
Sep 20

Soccer World Cup 1966
Jul 30

Solihull
     Ball Lightning
Sep 1

Soup Kitchens

Jan 11

Soup Kitchens

Feb 7

South Cones

Apr +

South Pole
10C
Jan 4

South Pole
Scott
Jan 17

Southam
     Ball Lightning
Feb 27

Southampton
35.6C
Jun 27

Southery, Norf  Rain 150mm
Jun 6

Southwell Notts.
-20.9C
Feb 8

Spain

30C
Apr 3

Spain
     Flash Floods
Sep 27

Spanish Plume

May 4

Spencer USA     Tornado
Jun 1

Spindrift


Jan 19

Spring comes early

Apr 17

Spring holiday date

May 25

St Andrew

Nov 30

St Barnaba

Jun 11

St Bartholomew

Aug 24

St Catherine's Day

Nov 25

St Catherine's Eve

Nov 24

St Clement - Bite Apple Day
Nov 23

St Davids
     Tornado
Oct 25

St Dunstan

May 19

St Elmo's Fire

Apr 26

St Faith


Oct 6

St James


Jul 25

St Luke's Little Summer
Oct 18

St Margaret's

Jul 20

St Michaels, Wyre
-21.9C
Jan 16

St Oswald

Aug 5

St Pancras

May 12

St Patrick


Mar 17

St Peter


Jun 29

St Swithun - facts

Jul 15

Staffordshire   Ball Lightning
Mar 21

Staffordshire   Ball Lightning
May 20

Staffordshire   Ball Lightning
Jun 12

Stamford Leic.
-22.2C
Feb 8

Standpipes

Sep 6

Standpipes

Oct 4

Standpipes 1955

Oct 16

Stevenson Screen

Jul 22

Stevenson Screen

Aug 9

Storm of the Century
Feb 16

Storm of the decade  944mb
Oct 30

Strathclyde     wind 134mph
Jan 2

Straw Devils

May 26

Streaker


Aug 4

Suffolk
     Wind 98mph
Mar 17

Summer 1912, wettest
Aug 26

Summer Solstice

Jun 21

Summer Statistics

Aug +

Sun Dogs, mock suns
Jul 28

Sun Pillar


Apr 16

Sunrise, June

Jun 18

Sunshine unbroken

May 9

Surrey
     Fires 1999
Aug 1

Surrey
     Fires 2006
Jul 19

Surrey
     Glazed frost
Jan 20

Surrey
     Ice Storm
Jan 20

Sussex
     Tornado, large
Jul 4

Swainswich, Som   153mm
Jun 25

Swansea
     Tornado
May 5

Sydney

44.2C
Jan 1

Tambora, Java  Volcano
Apr 10

Tambora, Java  Volcano 1815
Apr +

Tankering water   Yorkshire
Oct 15

Tay Bridge Disaster

Dec 28

Teesdale
     Snow 90cms
Feb 4

Teesdale
     Snow 130cms
Feb 19

Teesdale
     Snow 180cms
Mar 13

Teesside
     Snow 150cms
Mar 5

Temperature Inversion
Jan 2

Temperature Inversion
May 17

Temperature inversion
Oct 13

Temperature inversion Article
Dec 4

Temperature records
Feb +

Ten Tors Challenge

May 13

Ten Tors Challenge

May 19

Tenerife
     Snow

Dec 8

Texas, 34 killed   Tornado
May 22

The Wash     Waterspout
Jul 22

Thetford, Norfolk
-9.4C
May 4

Thompson Pass USA

Snow 450cms
Dec 31

Thompson River Flash Flood
Jul 31

Thurlow,Suffolk
-18.3C
Feb 10

Tilbury
     Rain 201mm
Sep 15

Titanic
     Iceberg
Apr 15

Tivington, Som
19.1C
Feb 14

Toba
     Volcano
Apr +

Todmorden   Flash Flood
Jul 2

Tommy Simpson

Jul 13

Tornado - longest

May 21

Tornado - Tri-State

Mar 18

Tornado capital of the world
Oct 20

Tornado classification
Jul 28

Tornadoes

Sep 29

Tornadoes x 105

Nov 23

Torrey Canyon

Mar 18

Tour de France  Snow
Jul 9

Tour de France  T Simpson
Jul 13

Towyn
     Wind 99mph
Feb 27

Tredegar
     Snow 150cms
Feb 7

Triffids


Jan 25

Tri-State Tornado

Mar 18

Trowbridge   Heatwave 1976
Jul 7

Tsunami
     Malaysia
Dec 26

Tunbridge Wells   Hail cover
Aug 1

Tunbridge Wells 1868  36.7C
Jul 22

Tunguska, Siberia


Meteor 1908
Jun 30

TV first forecast

Jan 11

TV Weather Chart 1936
Nov 1

Tywi rail bridge 1987
Oct 16

Unremitting freeze

Dec 18

USA
Tornadoes 148
Apr 4

USA
Tornadoes
May 3

USA    Tropical Storm Agnes
Jun 22

Valderrama   Golf - rain
Sep 26

Venice
     Rain 264mm
Sep 27

Venice frozen

Dec 30

Venus Transit

Jun 8

Vernal Equinox

Mar 21

Vesuvius
     Volcano
Apr +

Victoria
     Jubilee
Jun 21

Victoria
     Jubilee
Jun 24

Waddington  Frost 20 days
Feb 24

Wakefield
     Storm, flood
Aug 23

Wakefield & Whitby
  25C
Mar 29

Wales
     Snow 150cms
Mar 4

Wales  1900    Wind 103mph
Dec 30

Walshaw Dean, Halifax

Rain 193mm
May 19

War Winters

Mar 30

Ware, Herts   Ball Lightning
Nov 26

Warrington     Hail, giant
Jun 7

Washington   Wind 231mph
Jan 12

Washington   Snow 150cms
Mar 14

Waterspouts, multiple
Aug 18

Weever fish

Aug 7

Welshpool
-20C
Feb 2
INDEX
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Welshpool
-20C
Feb 7

Wembley - Watersplash Final
May 11

Wendover     Tornado
May 21

West End, sunken village
Sep 13

West Ham V Man U

Mar 14

West Linton
-20C
Jan 6

Wettest Day, Yorkshire
Jun 15

Wettest inhabited place
May 9

Wettest November

Nov 15

Wettest October

Oct 6

Wettest October 1903
Oct 14

Wettest September

Sep 27

Whiskey Galore

Nov 3

Whitby

22.8C
Mar 26

Whitby
     Drifts 3m
Feb 4

Whitby
    Drought 42days
Apr 25

White Christmas - article
Dec 25

White Christmas 1860      Dec 20 - 25

White Christmas 1927
Dec 25

White Christmas 1981      Dec 13 - 25

Whitsuntide dates

May 25

Wick
     Drifts 10m
Feb 23

Wigan
     Hail, giant
Jun 7

Wilsden, Bradford


     Rain 120mm
Jun 14

Wiltshire
     Tornado
Jul 6

Wimbledon
41C
Jun 25

Wimbledon    Cliff Richard
Jul 3

Wimbledon    latest finish
Jul 12

Wind Chill

Feb 10

Winter - start and end dates
Dec 21

Winter arrives

Nov 13

Winter Solstice

Dec 21

Winter Statistics

Feb +

Wisley

36.5C
Jul 19

Woburn

-23C
Feb 24

Worcester
36.6C
Aug 2

World Meteorological Day
Mar 23

World Record Temperatures
Feb +

Worth Matravers   Drifts 4m
Feb 11

Wyoming
     Snow 90cms
May 6

Year without a summer
Apr +

Year Without a Summer
Jul 9

Year Without a Summer
Aug 26

York

-19.5
Jan 15

York
     Ice Floes
Mar 7

York Minster   Lightning
Jul 8

Yorkshire

-17.8C
Apr 1

Yorkshire
      958mb
Jan 25

Yorkshire
     Drifts 5m
Jan 13

Yorkshire
     Drifts 5m
Feb 25

Yorkshire
     Drifts 6m
Feb 8

Yorkshire
     Fog 1958
Nov 29

Yorkshire
     Fog mayhem
Dec 22

Yorkshire
     Fog mayhem
Dec 9

Yorkshire Dales
Snow
May 17

Yorkshire Day

Aug 1

Yorkshire Flood 2007         Jun 15-29

Yorkshire Flood 2007         Jul 11-16

Ypres 1917

Aug 6

Zastrugi


Dec 25

Zugspitze
   Wind 168mph
Feb 28
From 238 pages of weather memories I have selected just 34.
The full book is available at £15.00, post free.

Cheques should be made payable to Roy Bedford.

Many thanks for your interest.

